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have a thoroughly competent man. T |
should like the Minister to have told us
the system of sewerage that has been
adopted. I have not seen the reports
that have come in.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY:
have been published in the Prees.

Hon.J. W. WRIGHT: As it is said,
they have not come before ue officially.
T have given some attention to the ques.
tion of seweruge and above ull the
systems [ think the septic tank system is
the best. I gave some months of my
time to inquiring ‘into sewerage systems
in England and personally I am thorougbly
convinced, if competent men carry out the |
geptic tank system, it cannot be improved
on. In reference to the water supply I -
agree with what fell from Mr. Loton and
Mr. Randell us to the bore water, I
cannot say that the bore water meets with
my approval at all and T think there is
gome doubt as fo the supply, for per-
mission has to be given Ly the Minister
to put down bores. In wany instances
the bores I have seen at work I should
not call artesian. For that reason I
would sooner see a gravitation scheme
for the supply of Perth and the bores
done away with. I wm not going into
the Bill at length. I shall not oppoze
any measure of this kind that the senior
members for Perth and the suburbs agree
with. I shull give them my assistance
and see that this matter is pushed for-
ward as quickly as possible.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

They

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 to 7—agreed to.

Clause 8—The Board :

Hown. J. W. WRIGHT : It would be
advisable to bave a board consisting of
five members instead of three.

Tre COLONJAL SECRETARY: The
Bill was to tide the Government over a
probationary period. The member ob-
jected to the number of members of the
board provided by the Bill, and in the
second place to the shortness of the term.
These particulars could be altered within
a reasonable time if found not accept-
able, The only function of the board for
the next year would be the administration
of the water supply of Ferth. The other
water supplies were within the control of '
the Government now. !

[ASSEMBLY.]

and Sewerage Bill.

Clause passed.

Clauses 9 to end-—agreed to.

Schedules (twelve), Preamble—agreed
to,

Title :

Hown. G. RANDELL : Was there any
provision for wells in addition to artesian
bores ?

Tae COLONIAL SEcrETARY: No.

Title put and passed.

Bill reported without amendmeut, and
the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT,

The House adjourned at 25 minutes to
6 o’clock, unti] the next Monday.

jegislatibe FAssembly,

Friday, 18th December, 1903,
[ALL-NIGHT SITTING.)

PacE.

Questions: Kalgoorlie Cyclone, Reliet e L. Bde

Customs Turation, »eat Cnae 2045
Bills: Electornl, Council's Amendments, reasons

agningt
Redistribution of Seats, CountiVs Amend:
ments, rensona agninst
Council’s

Constitution Act Amendment.
Amendments, reagons agains
Annunl Estimates, Public \\ orks vote farther
considered ; Treasury votes, completed;
Education vote completed ;: Mines votes
completed ; Points of ovder, rulines

Private Bill: Fremantlo Tmmwnya, Councxls
Amendments ... .

Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at
2'30 o'clock, p.m.

PraxYEES.

QUESTION—EALGOORLIE CYCLONE,
RELIEF OF DISTRESS.

M=. JOHNSON, without notice, asked
the Premier: Whether the Government
will take immmediste steps to relieve the
distress in Kalgoorlie, Boulder, and dis-
strict, occasioned by the recent storm.

Tee PREMIER replied : I thank the
hon. member for drawing my attention to
the matter. I shall have great pleasure
in moving in that direction,



Question, Bills.

QUESTION - CUSTOMS TAXATION,
TEST CASE,

Me. THOMAS asked the Premier:
1, Whether the Government intend to
pay any of the costs in connection with
the recent litigation between D. and W,
Murray and the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, 2, Whether there is any arrange-
ment between the (Grovernment and D.
and W, Murray with regard to such pay-
ment. 3, If so, what is the amount paid
or agreed to be paid.

Tag PREMIER replied : The Govern-
ment promised the Perth Chamber of
Commeree to bear the cost of a test case
to settle the counstruction of Section 95
of the Commonwealth Constitution Act.
The chamber selected the case of D. and
W. Murray as a test case. Taxed costs
would be paid as agreed.

ELECTORAL BILL.
COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

Tee PreEmiEr brought up reasons,
prepared by a committee, for not agreeing
to certain of the Council’s amendments
[vide Votes and Proceedings No 68].

EReasons adopted, and a wmessage ac-
cordingly returned to the Council.

REDISTRIBUTION OF SEATS BILL.
COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

Tre PREMIER moved that the report
from Committee be adopted.

Mg, JacoBy : Was thisin order, in the
absence of the statutory majority ?

Tae Premier : Unfortunately for the
hon. member, it was.

Tue SpeEsges: The statutory majority
was not needed at this stage.

Question passed.

Tre PreEmies brought up reasons,
prepared by a committee, for nof agree-
ing to certain of the Council's amend-
ments [wvide Vole and Proceedings No.
68].

%’u‘,ea.sons adopted, and a message ac-
cordingly returned to the Council.

CONSTITUTION ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

Tue PrEmier brought up reasons, pre-
pared by a committee, for not agreeing
to certain of the Council’s amendments
[vide Votea and Proceedings Na. 68].
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Reasons adopted, and a message accord -
ingly returned to the Council.

FREMANTLE TRAMWAYS BILL,.
COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS,

Mr. Fourkes in the Chair;
Hiemaw in charge of the Bill,

No. 1—COlause 26, strike out the whole :

Mr. HIGHAM: This clause should
have been struck out when the Bill was
passing through Committee in the As-
semnbly, in cousequence of a new clause
having been inserted providing for a
different rotation for the board from that
provided. He moved that the amend-
ment be agreed to.

Question passed, the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 2 (consequential)—-agreed tfo.

No. 8—Clause 30, strike out Subclanse
{e¢j, and insert in lieu, “JIf he be absent
from three consecutive meetings of the
board without permission of the board:”

Me. HIGHAM: This alteration was
suggested by the wmember for Mount
Magnet, providing that absence from a
apecific number of meetings should dis-
qualify & wember of the board rather
than absence for six weeks. He moved
that the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed, the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 4—Clause 33, line 1, strike out
** November” and insert * Septenber :”

Me. HIGHAM: This wus an alteration
of the time for the preparation of the
accounts. He moved that the amend-
ment be agreed to.

Question passed, the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 5—(consequential) agreed to.

No. 8—New clause to stand as Clanse
:1), Additional special rate in case of
085

Me. HIGHAM : This new clause pro-
vided that a special rate should be struck
in the event of the undertaking making
a loss beyond the amount required for
interest and sinking fund. He moved
that it be agreed to.

Question passed, the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 7—New clause to stand as Clause
19, Free passes: :

Mr. HIGHAM: This new clause
limited the power of the board to the
granting of 10 free passes during one

M=.
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financial year, with the addition of the
passes for the staff. He moved that the
amendment be agreed to.

Question passed, the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 8—New C(Clause to
Clause 39 (Running powers) :

Mr. HIGHAM moved that the amend-
ment be agreed to. The clause was
inserted to provide a means of setiling

gtand as

cipalities undertaking this work.

the scheme, or have rights over the
Fremantle and East Fremantle section
of the line, if they so desired. The
clause provided that in the event of the
municipalities themselves not being able
to come to terms, the Minister for
Works should be the arbiter in the
matter. .

Question passed, the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

Resolutions  reported,
adopted, and a message
returned to the Council.

the report
aceordingly

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Rezumed frow the previons day; Me.
Fourkss in the Chair.

PusLic Worgs Depanrment (Hon.
C. H. Rason, Minister).

Vote — Public Works, £350,845 4s.
(fartber consideration) :

Ttem—Yardarino, water supply, £300 :

Mgr. WALLACE: The reuson he
had moved that this item be struck out
was to give members acquainted with the
conditions under which this work was
started an opportunity to express
opinions as to the continuation of the
work, When the work was [first anthor-

ised, it was to be on a reserve on the old -

river, that land being since cut up and
vffered for sale.  This bore was author-
1sed for testing the country for coal.
Messrs. Atkins and Law had the contract
for sinking, and if he remembered
rightly they had a Government grant. He
met Mr. Law on his way to Perth to obtain
more rods. The second lot of rods broke,

[ASSEMBLY.)

Works Vole.

" and eventually the work wasnotcompleted.

It was then converted into a water hore.
Two or three years ago he pointed out that
there was u spring in the river-bed, and
that in his opinion if a water supply
were required, it could be obtained by

- opening up the spring. He would not
~ say because a bore was put down and

coal wot found we were poing to waste

. the work done; but were we going to
any dispute which might arise between
contiguous municipalities and the muni- .
It was -
inserted at the instance of North Fre-
mantle, so that North Fremantle might
he granted fair terms on entering into

perpetuate experditure ?

Toe Miwtsree: No. This was only
making use of large expenditure incurred
years ago by putting in a small bore
which would allow the water to gravitate
into the river,

Me. WALLACE: That he knew all
abont. The late Mr. C. Y. O’Connor was
in favour of putting a pipe into the bore
to take advantage of this water supply,
but at that time it was not considered
necessary. If it was not considered
necessary then, why was it considered so
now ? For a great period of the year the
river did not carry water, but when that
was the case this spring was available.
A lot of money had been expended un-
necessarily, when there were other dis-
tricts langnishing for small amounts, and
he entered his protest againet the grant-
ing of votes in a blindfold manner.

Amendment withdrawn.

Item—Railway Construction, £118,000:

Mer. PYGOTT: Would the Minister
for Works give some reasons why he had
included these items for railway con-
struction in the present Bstimates? It
was understood when the Budget speech
was delivered that these railways were to
be constructed out of revenue, because
we Lad plenty of money for the purpose
and it would save borrowing,. We were

_ ulso teld by the Treasurer that the only

moneys to be borrowed by the present

. Government were to be used for repro-
" ductive works only.

‘We found when a
Loan Bill was brought down it con-
tained provisions for loan moneys on
works which conld not by the greatest
stretch of imagination be deemed repro-
ductive. The Government were making
a mistake in this matter, and. he
would like to hear from the Min-
ister if he would take into considera-
tion the advisability of transferring
these items of railway construction from

. the Revenue Estimates to the Loan Esti-
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mates, and of taking from the Loan
Estimates and placing on the Revenue
Estimates certain items which could not
be considered reproductive works.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
fear was that it was not possible to
follow out the suggestion. To do so; if
it were possible, would probably be
regarded as a breach of faith by wmost
members, because last year the House
was asgured thut the Gooseberry Hill
Railway, the Jandakot Railway, the
Malcolm - Laverton Railway, and the
Qwen’s Aunchorage Railway were works
that, as far as possible, should be con-
structed out of revenue. In order to
carry out that distinct understanding
these items appeared on the Revenue
Estimates this year. The point the hon-
member raised would have been better
raised on the Loan Estimates.

Mg. Pigorr: Then it would be too
late.

Tue MINISTER : It was too late to
make the soggested alterations. To do
50 would upset the whole of the financial
arrangements.

Mg. PIGOTT could not agree with the
Minister when he said that, if this course
were carried out, it would probably upset
all the financial arrangements. If we
were not to be recognised as a Parlia-
ment that said one thing and did another,
the course he suggested should be taken.
In onr schedule of works to be con-
structed ot of loan moneys we had
many items which were not reproductive
works. One item was simply discount
on carrent loans, and if that was a
reproductive item be (Mr. Pigott) did
not know much about our financial
position. This was one item alune
of £63,000, and he was satisfied that
when the Bill came before the House
he could prove there was another
£120,000 provided for expenditore on
works which could not be classed as re-
productive. We were paying out of
tevenue for railways which were acknow-
ledged throughout the Commonwealth as
the best security we could give for our
loans, The policy adopted by the Gov-
ernment was not a good one, and would
probably lead to a lot of false opinions
being beld with regard to our finances.
It was all very well for us to say vhat we
were spending £118,000 from revenue on
railway construction. It sounded nice;
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but all the benefit of the statement would

{ be wiped ont when it became known that
| we were spending £200,000 out of loan

i moneys on unproductive works.

These
items should be struck off the Revenue
Estimates; but ag the Government with
a huge majority would not let that course
be pursued, he was satisfied with walding
thig protest.

Mr. HASTIE agreed that some of
the Loan items should noi be in the
schedule. The hon. member proposed to
rectify the matter by striking the milway
construction items out of the Revenue
Estimates, but the cure would be worse
than the disease, for we would cease to
do a lot of railway construction out of
revenue, The hon. member should rather
encourage the Government to do as much
railway construction as possible out of
revenue. Regarding Gooseberry Hill
Railway, for which £5,000 wag provided,
we were led last year to understand that
it would cost £18,000; but we bad now
spent over that amount, and the cost
appeared to be so far nbout £23,000.
Waus the additional item unexpected
egpenditare; also, would it complete the
whole purchase of the line ?

Mr. BATH could not see the force of
the reasoning of the leader of the Oppo-
gition, that because we had decided %o
borrow money for reproductive works
alone we should only build repreductive
works from loan money.

Ms. Preorr: Not ut all.

Me. BATH: Works were just as re-
produective when built out of revenue.
If the hon. member had any objection to
certain works on the Loan Estimates,
considering them not reproductive, and
if he could convince members that they
were not repreductive, the hon. mem-
ber’s opportunity for opposirg them
would come later. However, the hon.
member should not say that works were
not to be put on the Revenue Estimates
becaunse they were reproductive.

Me. PIGOTT: It was all very well to
build railways out of revenue, and it was
a good procedure if railways were
properly built out of revenue; bul it was
a farce to say we were building them out
of revenue when we did nothing of the
kind. That was how we showed it on
the books, but as a matter of fact these
railwaya were built oub of loan money.
If the Loan Bill ghould not go through,
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these railways would not be constructed.
We had to pay £63,000 out of loan
monevs for discount and this money
must be paid, no matter whetber we
raised a loan or not, because it was dis-
count on current loans.

Tae MINISTER : With regard to the
Qooseberry Hill Railway, it was generally
understood that £18,000 was not the
amount to be expended, and that the
amount was to be something like £30,000.
The additional £5,000 was an expendi-
ture rendered necessary to put the rail-
way into a better state of repair by
putting in new sleepers and new rails and
by widening the track in many cases,
absolutely necessary expenditure in the
interests of the safety of the travelling
publie. .

Mz. Pigorr: This was not construe-
tion, but maintenance work.

Tag MINISTER: This was railway
construction work. A railway that might
be safe for a timber line was hardly safe
and fit for passenger traffic.

Mz. Prcorr: Would the Minister
explain about the Maleolm-Laverton
Railway ?

Tee MINISTER: This was a con-
tinuation of the policy of last year that
the railway should be constructed out of
revenue.

Me. THOMAS protested against these
items appearing on the Estimates.
Though always favourable to the con-
struction of public works out of revenue,
be was not prepared to allow a statement
to go forth which he considered exagger-
ated and apt to mislead the people from
whom we horrowed the money. The
jtems of railway construction were most
of them reproductive works, and he was
glad that some reproductive works were
to be carried out out of revenue; but we
must at the same time consider the
schedule of the Loan Bill; and taking
the two schedules he came to the con-
clusion that these items were placed on
the revenue Estimates to create a wrong
impression in fhe minds of those from
whom we intended to borrow money.
In the Loan Bill we had such items
as rolling-stock, £150,000; develop-
ment of goldfields and mineral resources,
£69,000; development of agricultural
resources, £50,000; and discounts,
£63,000. Thus, in putting these rail-

[ASSEMBLY ]

Railway Construction,

Estimates, even if the intention was not
to mislead, the fact remained that the
people from whom we borrowed money
would Dbe misled when they took the
loan schedule into joint considers-
tion with the TRevenue Estimates.
The Treasurer boasted in his Budget
Speech that most of our loan funds had
been spent on reproductive works, that
our public buildings and some railways
were paid for out of general revenue.
But the cost of upkeep and improvement
of such assets should be charged to
revenue and not to capital. The loan
schedule contained items which ought to
be written off to working expenses.

Tee CHareman: Would the hon.
member discontinue his argument that
certain items should be taken out of the
Loan Bill schedule ?

Mr. THOMAS: The items under
*“ railway construction ” on the Estimates
could not be dissociated from loan items,

THe CHatRMaN: The hon. member
could argue that these items should be
put in the Loan Bill, but not that items
mwentioned in the Loan Bill shonld be on
the Estimates. The hon. member was
going too fully into the details of the
Loan Bill schedule, '

Mr. THOMAS: Any credit the Gov-
ernment might get for spending £118,000
for railway construction out of revenue
would be discounted when the loan sche-
dule was compared with the Estimates.
For years past the capital cost per mile
of our railways had been steadily in-
creasing ; and instead of cost of upkeep
and renewal of rolling-stock and plant
being charged to revenue, we found
£150,000 in the loan schedule for that
purpose, while the Government claimed
credit for spending £118,000 ocat of
revenne for railway construction. True
the railway estimates showed some at-
tempt to replace rolling-stock out of
revenue; hut the greater part of such
expenditure was wrongly charged toloan.
An additional sum of £170,000 in the
Loan Bill schedule should aiso be charged
to revenue. Year after year such charges
had been piled on the capital account.
Hundreds of thousands must still be spent
to put rolling-stock and plant in an effi-
cient condition. Many years ago our rail-
ways were capitalised at £2,000 to £3,000
per mile, and that amount had been in-

way construction items on the Revenue | creasing until it now approzimated to a
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capital value of £6,000 per mile. The
same thing would occur with the Goose-
berry Hill Railway. Lastyear he under-
stood that £18,000 would complete that
scheme, but now another £5,000 was asked
for. If the Conmittee passed items of this
sort without o clear understanding from
the Government, we would be landed in
the same position as we were in regard-
ing railways generally. He objected to
items such as this being passed through
the Committee without a strong protest.
There should be items alongside for the
improvement of rolling-stock and the
replacement of obsolete stock. Instead
of asking the Committes to expend huge
sums of money from loan on unproduc-
tive works, the Government should ask
the Committee to pass sums of money
from the general revenue for these works.
First of all we should clear up our back
accounts sud pass a sufficient sum of
money from the general revenue to see
that the railways were put in a proper
state of efficiency. In a mine or busi-
ness, the board of directors wrote off a
certain sum for depreciation, and if any
machinery was repaired the cost was not
charged fto capital but to working
expenses, to be written off when the
expense wus incwrred. In connection
with the railways nothing was written off
for depreciation or worn-out rolling.
stock. The rolhing-stock was replaced
from capital account, and instead of
asking for £118,000 for a Gooseberry
Hill railway, a Jandakot railway, a Laver-
ton railway and the Owen’s Anchorage
railway, before any attempt was made to
do this and to take any false credit to
ourselves, we first of all should put our
books in order. The people at home
from whom we horrowed money would
not be led astray. - They took our
Estimates and went through them, and
thoroughly examined the bhalance.sheet
of the country, and they would find
that we were spending hundreds and
thousands of pounds of loan money on
unproductive works and spending revenue
on reproductive works., The Committee
should enter a protest against including
these works in the general revenue Esti-
males,

[Me. QuiNuan took the Chair.]

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was rather difficult to follow the hon.
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member, seeing that last year Parliament
agreed that these railways should be
constructed out of revenue, und he could
hardly see how the Committee could be
asked to reverse that policy and say that
the works should be constructed out of
loan. The hon. mewber made use of a
peculiar line of argument. Criticism
such as his one expected the country to
receive from enemies and not from
friends. It went forth to the world
that in the hon. member’s opinion we
were deliberately deceiving the people
who lent us money, and that this was
done with the deliberate intent to deceive
the outside world. The railways which
were constructed out of revenue he stated
should not be so constructed ; we ought
to put our accouunts in order and stop
hanky-pankying with them ; we should
put our railways in a state of repair out
of revenue rather than construct pew
railways. What the bon. member said
practically amounted to this, that the
affairs of Western Australia, instead of
being in a prosperous and bright con-
dition, were in a very bad condition,
The hon. member pointed out that the
balance-sheets were being faked to delude
the money lenders. He would use the
hon. member's own words: “We were
hanky-pankying our accounts to mislead
those who were lending us money.” That
Wwas & very serious statement to make,
and one of the last utterances we ghould
expect to hear {rom a member of the
Assembly. Tt would be bad enough
if it were. correct, but it was ten
times worse when there was not the
shadow of foundation of trath in it.
The railways of the State were being
maintained out of revenuwe, and were
to-day in as good a condition as when
they were constructed. The Government:
were spending more on the upkeep of
our railways out of revenue than was any
Government in Australiz, in proportion
to the mileage open. He stated that
without fear of contradiction. We were
spending out of revenue an ample sum
every year and had dome so for years
past to keep our railways up to a fair
value for those who lent us the money.
Mgr. Tromas: How was it that the
capital account went up year by year ?
Tae MINISTER: Money expended
out of revenue was also debited in many
instances. The hon. member took the
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whole capital expenditure as being loan
money. We were all the time making
the asset of more value, and yet the hon.
mewmber said we were depreciating the
value,

Mr. TrONAS: No.

Mz. Purumss: If more money was
being spent on the ratlways they could not
be paying, yet we bad been told that they
were paying interest and sinking fund
and a trifle over. A

Tre MINISTER: In, spite of the
money speat out of revenue there was
still sufficient to pay interest and sinking
fund and something to the general
revenue. He had no hesitation in saying
that as to deceiving those who lent us
money, they had to.day in the railways of
this State an asset which wounld wipe out
our whole debt. The railways under dis-
cuseion were authorised last year to be
constructed out of revenue.

Me. Pieorr: Did the Minister think
it a good idea ?

Tre MINISTER : Yes.

Mr. Preorr: Notwithstanding the
Loan Bill?

Tae MINISTER: Yes; because he
knew of nothing caleulated to have a
better effect and not a mislending effect
on the outside world than the fact that
we conld eonstruct these railways out of
revenue and still do justice to the existing
railways out of revenue.

Mr. THOMAS asked one question.
Assuming that a line was luid with 40lb.
rails and these were found not heavy
enough to carry the traffic, and the
Government engineer recommended that
the line be laid with 60lb. rails, the
Minister in that case would debit the cost
of that alteration to capital ?

TaE MINISTER would do nothing of
the kind. He would debit the difference
between the 40lb. and the 60lb. rails.

Me. THOMAS: No; he would debit
the difference between the selling cost of
the 40lb. and the selling cost of the
601b. rails.

Tae MinizTer : That was not so.

[Sitting snspended for 10 minutes.]

Mr. Harper took the Chair.

Item — Litbographic
plans, £300 :

Mgr. BURGES asked for information
as to this item.

and printing

[ASSEMBLY.].

Public Buildings.

Tae MINISTER : This item was to
reimburse the Government Photo-Titho-
graphic Department for work carried out
for the Public Works Department.
Under the new procedure each depart-
ment was charged for the work done.

Vote put and passed.

Public Buildings, £252,133 :

Item —Bunbury residency, £1,200:

Mr. BURGES: Why was this amount
down ¥

Tre MINISTER proposed to sirike
out the word ¢ residency” and insert
“police court.” There was a necessity
for a new residency, but still greater
necessity for a new police court. The
present police conrt accommodation was
totally 1nadequate, and the Attorney
General advised that ' residency ” should
be struck out and * police court” inserted
in lieu.

Me. HAYWARD : The present accom-
modation was totally imudequate. The
building was erected about 20 years ago,
when Bunbury was not a fourth of its pre-
sent size, and did not contain a quarter
as many inbabitants as now.

Amendment passed.

Item—Northam residency, £1.500:

Mr. BURGES moved that the item be
struck out. He wished to have some
explanation for this extravagance when
we had struck off three magistrates.
There were residential quarters at New-
castle and at York. Northam was
not now the centre, but all the settle-
ment was going on from York upwards.
It would be absurd for the Government
to spend £1,500 on Northam, when
the whole of the wunew settlement
was going up - the other way If
this amount were spent, in two or
three years it would be necessary to
either build a residency the other way
or appoint an extra magistrate. He was
not fighting for one district aguinst
another. He had never asked the Gov-
ernment for anything unreasonable, and
what he had asked for he would fight for
to the bitter end, till he got it.

Tee PREMIER: The hon. member
would not, he hoped, press the amend-
ment to a division. We had amalgamated
the three old magisterial districts, Tood-
yay, Northam and York, and the present
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district was comprised of those three
townships. The great bulk of the work,
nine-tenths he thought, was done between
Northam and York. The central position
at Northam was more economical regard-
ing the magisterial time, and therefore
more economical to the time and money
of the State than would be the residency
at York.

MEk. BaTa:
York.

Tue PREMIER: That old building
at York which negded repairs. It was
false economy to ohject to the comstruc-
tion of a residency at Northam merely
because there was one available at York.
The new arrangement would save the
magistrate’s time, and would greatly
convenience and henefit the public. For
that reason the item appeared here. A
promise was made during last session or
the previous session that steps would be
taken in this direction. If 1t were not
for the claims of York the itew would be
a very fair one, and the energy of the
hon, member on behalf of York should
not stand in the way of a work which
would be of great assistance to the people
of the eastern agricultural districts.

Mr. BURGES: The magistrate could
leave York in the morning.and reach
Northam in time for the sitting of the
court.

Tue Premrier: The hon. member
should lock at the demand travelling
would malke on the magistrate’s time.

Mr. BURGES: The whole of the
gettlement in the eastern districts was
going on beyond York. Near Northam
the conobry was settled and could not
develop any farther. The Minister for
Lands should open up the land to the
east of York, instead of putting foolish
lands-purchase clauses in railway Bills.

Mr. Moran: This was the hon. mem-
ber's good (tovernment!

* Mr. BURGES: Good Glovernment or
pot he intended to wake them up. He
did ot oppose this item becanseit was a
case of York versus Northam, but because
he considered the expenditure would be a
waste of money. No doubt when the
railway and water construction works
were going on recently neuwr Neortham

There was a residency at

[18 DecryeER, 1903.]
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wmagistrate should nol be removed from
York to Northam. He moved that the
item be struck out.

Ma. MORAN: A sgeat bebind Gov-
ernment was not the best from which the
hon. member could wake the Government,
up. It appeared that York always got
the worst of the bargain, and that the
member for Northam always gained the
advantage ; but the figures of the Attorney
(leneral made out a strong case for
Northam. The member for York brought
forward no figures to strengthen his
case,

Mr. WALLAQE: Would it not be
prudent to defer the work for a year?

Mr. Buraes: Yes; for another ten
yea.rs. .

Mr. WALLACE: Owing to the great
increase in land settlement in its neigh-
bourhood, York might become the true
centre of the eastern agricultural dis-
tricts.

TaE PrEMIER : If the item were not
passed, £100 would need to be expended
in repairing the residency at York.

Mz. THOMAS: Could not the Gov-
ernment obtaio a temporary building at
Northam pending the development of
agricultural settlement ?

TeE PrEMrER: No suitable building
could be obtained.

M=r. THOMAS: York would become
the true centre because the development
about York was in advance of that going
on in the Northam district.

Mxg. Gokpon : What about the settle-
ment that had taken pluce in the past at
Northam ?

Me. THOMAS: From an agricultural
point of view York district was to be pre-
ferred to the Northam district. He
thought the residency should be estab-
lished at York.

M=r. GORDCN supported the item. .

. Members forgot that there was a large

that centre had a lot of drunks; but the .

latest returns would show a different
state of affairs. Beverley was develop-
ing rapidly—another argument why the

settlement going on around Newcastle.
He believed the magistrute’s duties would
be taken up in attending to Newcaatle,
Northam and York, and that another
magistrate would have to be appointed to
attend to the districts to the south of
York. .
Me. BATH: In view of the fact that
Newcastle had some claims for considera-
tion, the residency should be built at
Spencer’s Brook, which gave easy access
to all the centres.
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Me. Bureea: Absurd!

Mr. ATKINS: The magisterial area
extended from Pingelly on the south to
Newcastle on the north. York was the
more central place for a magistrate to be
located for working the combined dis-
trict.

Tre Premier: The great bulk of the
work was at Northam.

Me. ATKINS: That might be so
while many works were going ob, but it
was not so now. Northam also was a
teetotal place, and there were not many
cases for the court.

Me. THOMAS: Members would recol-
lect that last year the member for
Beverley pointed out in connection with
food supply, that the portion of the State
which would be the principal food pro-
ducer for the goldfields would be the
district comprising Beverley, Northam,
and Newcastle. This being now a com-
bined district for a resident magistrate,
York would be the taost convenient
centre for lecating him.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes ... 10
Noes o 11
Majority against ... 1
AYES Noss.

Mr. Atkins Mr, Diamond

Mr. Bath Mr. E

Mr. (onnor Mr. Gordon

Mr. Holmes Mr. Hastie

Mr. Jacoby Mr. Hopkins

Mr, Pigott Mr, Hutchinson

Mr. Thomas Mr. Jomes

Mr. Wallace Mr. Ontg

Mr. Yelverton Mr. Ruaon

Me. Busges (Taller). Mr, nghn.m (Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.

Mzr. BURGES moved that the item be
reduced by £100,

Amepndment negatived.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: In
view of the closeness of the division on
this item, the Government would he
bound to make farther inquiry before
proceeding with the work.

Item—Midland Junction, ambulance
and casualty ward, £1,030:

Me. THOMAS: A debate last year re-

sulted in an understanding that as there
was a properly equipped hospital at
Guildford, the people at Midland Junction
would be sufficiently provided for by
having an ambulance and casuslty ward.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hospitals.

‘Would this som be all that was re-
quired ?

Tag MINISTER: A contract was
let for the work, and this amount would
finish the work authorised hy Parliament.

[M=z, Quirran took the Chair.]

Ttem —Bunbury Hospital, septic tank,
£175 :

Me. BURGES asked whether a proper
septic tank could be constructed for this
amount. If so, the information would be
useful for householders especially in
Perth, where the sanitary service was in
a seandalous condition and a disgrace to
civilisation.

Tae MINISTER: A septic tank could
be built for £175 sufficient for a hospital
of this character, and a septic tank foran
ordinary household could be built for a
much Jess sem. He would be glad to
show any member plans and particulars
relating to this kind of work.

Item—Claremont Hospital for Insane,
farther works, £20,000:

Mr. HIGHAM: Only £20,000 was
provided for expenditure this year, and
this sum would be absorbed in erecting
some of the administrative buildings,
which he understood would be temporarily
uged. The amount placed on the Esti-
mates would make very inadequate pro-
vision for the insane under present
circumstances. He had been through the
Fremantle Asylum mauy times, and
through it within the last few weeks.
The asylum was absolutely congested.
The demand was so great that in many
ways the superintendent had to evade
giving access 1o the institution as much
as he could; in fact there were, he
believed, cases in which the insane were
kept in prison in order that they should
not evercrowd those already in the
asylum. One might see 10, 15, or 20 in
a ward which had only sufficient space for
half the number. Evervthing possible
had been done in the present buildings
for the comfort of the patients, but it
was impossible for them to receive proper
attention. Proper accommodation would
not exist for some time on the Claremont
site, and with the growing demands on
space, the Fremantle asyium would be as
crowded as ever in a short period. During
this year at least £40,000 or £50,000
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ought to be spent on the new asylum,
The way in which the insane were being
treated was a crying shame to the country.

Me. ATKINS: When would the build.
ings intended to be erected with this
money be completed ? Unless they were
taken in hand and completed without
delay, there would probably be a terrible
mess in the asylum, which would be a
great deal worse than now. The inmates
were increasing every day. ‘We had not
in this country the ordinary ratio of
insane, but the ratio was increasing, and
it would continue to increase every year
until we got to the normal percentage.
Would the work for which this money
was to be paid be completed within the
next 12 months, as it ought to be ?

Me. CONNOR : It was absolutely ne-
cessary that the proposed work should be
carried out as early as possible, and he was
sure pno member on either side of the
House would raise any objection to the
use, if necessary, of Form J, in a case of
this sort. If members continued on the
lines on which-we had been going, there
might be need for special wards.

Tee Premigr: ‘“ Opposition” wards.

Mz, DIAMOND: Iuv this particular
instance the members for Fremantle were
working for a poblic object which would
take the expenditure of money away from
Fremantle toanotherdistrict. Havinghad
several opportunities of seeing the work
done in the Fremantle asylum, he asserted
that the asylum was absolutely a disgrace
{o the State. He believed we had one of
the best men in Australia in charge, and
Dr. Montgomery had not anything like a
fair chance under the present circum-
stances. He trusted members would
assist the Government in pushing for-
ward the erection of this new asylum at
the earliest possible date.

Tae MINISTER: The Government
fully recognised the necessity of pressing
on with this work. The necessity had
existed for years past. It was only quite
recently, however, that a sertous attempt
had been made to deal with it. The
ultimate liability authorised to be incurred
was set down at £60,000, but it was
anticipated that no matter how we pressed
on with the work, not more than £20,000
would be spent before the end of the
financial year. Shonld we, however, be
able to get more done than would be
represented by the expenditure on the

(18 Decevser, 1903.]
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Estimates, there would, he was sure, be
pno objection to an additional amount
being spent. Dr. Montgomery had pointed
out more thaw once the absolute necessity
of pushing on this work as soon as
possible, and that would be done.

Mr. ATEINS: The Government
should spend all the money provided on
the Estimates for this purpose.

Item—Perth Hospital, new wing,
£4,000-:
Mr. TAYLOR: In relation to hos-

pitals he desired to draw attention to
[tem No. 82 of last vear (Laverton Hos-
pital, grunt-in-aid, £1,000.) This year
there was no such vote for that institu-
tion. The Laverton hospital committee
got £600 out of the £1,000 voted last
year for extension of a ward or work of
a similar nature, but because they were
in a flourishing position the Government
officer garnisheed against that £600, the
Medical Department baving advauced
the money. The regulations set forth
that subsidies could only be wused in
bospitals for maintenance and upkeep,
not for extensions and buildings. He
felt that the Laverton people were badly
treated. The medical officer told him
that there was an understanding with
the committee that the money should be
garnisheed, but the committee denied
that such was the case. Because some
people contributed freely wnd had a
decent banking account, the Government
would not build for them, yet grants
were made year after year for the npkeep
of other places where people contributed
nothing to that upkeep.

Mz, YELVERTON : As to the Perth
hospital, was it not possible to have
proper plans and specifications drawn so
that when the contract was let it might
not be necessary to alter it afterwards,
as bad been the case regarding almost
every public building or work that
had taken place for many years past?
In the maiter of the Supreme Court
buildings, the William Street bridge and
the new Parliament Houses, serions
alterations to plans and specifications
had been made 10 such a way as to cost
the State enormous sums of money, and
allow bogus contractors to make money
from the State If we were to make
important buildings before the contract
was let, the plans and specifications
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should be final and complete, and such
as were necessary for the purpose, and
they should not be altered afterwards.
The enormous sum of “E48,475 was
provided for the purpose of erecting new
buildings for hospital purposes. Thou-
sands of pounds had been spent om
hospitals which, in wany instances
without sufficient justification, had been
ubsolutely closed. TheBusselton Hospital
which was a very necessary institution,
notwithstanding there were persons in it
at the time and that patients were con-
stantly coming into it, had been suddeunly
closed, and the patients had to be sent
over 40 miles to Bunbury. Shortly after
the hospital was closed, a man injured
by an explosion at the Paint Naturaliste
lighthouse had to be taken to Bunbury
for treatment, and he nearly died on the
journey throngh the shaking-up he
received. In another case an old man
died on the journey. It wounld have been

[ASSEMBLY.]

better to have spent the small sum of .

money
hospital, than to have lost valuable lives
or to have run the visk of doing so. It
was an absolute shame that the hospital
at Busselton should be closed, and it was
a penurious action on the part of the

required in maintaining this .

Government, for the saving only amounted

to about £200 per annum, and the
Busselton people were prepared to
subscribe a certain ammount per annum
towards its upkeep. He did not propose
to vote against any of these items,
because he was in favour of them. The
sick and insane should receive the

largest consideration from our hands,

and it was a blot on our civilisation that

the insane had been so badly treated in

the past. Tt would have redounded

much more to our credit if we had speot -

money on a modern hospital for their
treatment.

Tae MINISTER: The hon. member
was not present when the matter of
departure from specifications was under
discussion af a previous sitting. Positive
instractions were now issued that in no
case were specifications to be departed
from in the future without Ministerial
sanction. 'With regard to the Busselton
Hospital the matter would be noted, but
he was simply the builder of the instiru.
tion, The same remark applied to the
case referred to by the member for M.
Margaret. He was surprised that any

- the quarters.

Police Buildings.

part of the grant-in-aid for the Laverton
Hospital should have been garnisheed, as
the hon. wember said, but that was a
point for the Colonial Treasurer.

Me. TAYLOR: The hospital at Mt.
Malcolm was closed under circumstances
similar to the closing of the Busselton
Hospital a few weeks before the Public
Service Commission recommended the
closing of a number of goldfields hos-
pitals; but it was strange that the hos-
pital in hie district was closed while
hospitals in districts of members sup-
porting the Government were not closed,
in spite of the recomwendations of the
Commission. If they were now closed it
was only recently., The people of Mt.
Malcoly had been rununing their hospital
ever since, thus showing the necessity for
the institution, which was closed down
by the Government just when consider.
able railway works were commenced in
the district.

Item —Derby Hospital, water supply,
£200 : )

Mg, CONNOR: Why was the Wynd.
bam water supply not attended to?
There was as great necessity for a
water supply at the Wyndham Hospital
as at Derby.

Tuee MINISTER:
made.

Item—York, lockup-keeper’s quarters,
£450: 4

Mr. BURGES: Did the Goverament
intend to spend any more money in York
in improving the condition of the lockup
and other guarters ¥

Tre MINISTER: Out of the sum of
£500 provided last vear only £100 was
spent. It was proposed to spend another
£450, making £550 in all, to complete
With a decision to erect a
new magisterial vesidence at Northam
the old residency at York would be

Inquiry would be

© availuble fur the police. The arrange-
' menl having been somewhat allered it

might be found necessary to make other
arrangements.

Me. Moran : What alteration ¥

Tae MINISTER: The item for the
magisterial residence at Northam having
been earried by such a smell majority,
it would be abaolutely necessary to make
farther inquiry before proceeding with
the work.



Annunal Esbimales:

Me. BURGES: As the magistrate’s
residence was so far out of town it would
not be an adequate building for the
police.  The lockup was in a disgraceful
condition, and the Minister's attention
had already been drawn to the need for
repairs. There were cells in it which
were not fit to be occupied by prisoners.

Me. TAYLOR : This item might well
be struck out, as there wus no require-
ment for a lockup at York.

Me. MORAN emphasised the fact that
the Governnent were going to reconsider
an item passed this afternoon because it
was carried by a small majority of one.
There were other resolutions of an im-
portant kind, relating to constitutional
questions, carried by a majority of one
vr two—would the Government also re-
consider these ?

Item—Boulder, quarters for gingle men,
£1,200:

Mgr. THOMAS: How many tnen re-
quired accommodation at Boulder in con-
nection with the police ?

Tae MINISTER : These quarters were
represented to be necessary, and on
inguiry he found that by spending this
amount there would be saved a sum of
£220 a year now paid as lodging allow-
ance. .

Ttem-—Perth branch of Royal Mint,
additions and extension, £3,200 :

Mr. THOMAS: A sum of £5,000 was
passed last year on the representation of
a Minister that the work was urgently
required. Tt now appeared that onmly
£1,077 was spent in the financial year,
and the balance would be claimed as wn
economy in adinistration.

Tee MINISTER: A contract was
let, and although only £1,077 was spent
in the financial year, this additional
amount of £3,200 was necessary to com-
plete the contract.

Item — Fremantle {South Terrace),
school, £1,620:

Mz CONNOR opposed the item, pot
because a school there was uonecessary,
but as a protest against the high-handed
manner in which the Colonial Secretary
had treated the people of Fremantle in
reference to the site on which the school
-was to be built. Tt was suggested by the
Government to take from the hospital

{18 DecemsEr, 1803.]
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ground a portion on which the old Gov-
ernor's House stood fronting South Ter-
race. The Government, without consult.
ing the Fremantle people, decided to re-
sume a portion of the hospital ground
and build a school on it. The people
of Fremantle resented that action indi-
vidually and by public meeting, for they
regarded the action as unjust if not
unconstitutional. Was 1t proper to put
an infant school against a hospital, on
the other side of the school being a
public morgue? The school was mn a
position where a tremendous amount of
trafic caused great noige and was
dangerous to children. Because some
member of the Ministry—he meant the
Prewnier—had taken a huff in reference
to some Frewantle matter, he zaid this
school should be built on the hospital
ground ; and in this he showed no regard
for the opinions of the people of Fre-
mantle. This was & bad state of affairs,
and it also showed o want of backbone
on the part of members who represented
Fremantle. He moved that the itemm be
struck out.

Mr. DIAMOND, in supporting the
motion, said he had intended to adopta
similar step. Public opinion in Fre-
mauntle had been flouted. The Fremantle
municipality gave a site near the Smelt-
ing Works to prevent the school being
built in this unsuitable position in the
hospitul pground, and the Education
Department made # guesi promise
through the Minister that if the munici-
pality did not give up a site at the
lower end of Manduralh Road the
school would be built on the hospital
ground. The municipality foolishly gave
up that site; bat still the school
was built since ou the hospital ground.
The committee of the Fremantle Hospital
unanimously objected to the site adopted,
the medical staff also objected, and the
municipal council to & man were against
it. In fact thers was a unantmous expres-
sion of opinlon from Fremantle aguinst
the site, He did not know of one dis-
sentient from that opinion, except the
Colonial Secretary.

Me. HIGHAM: Fremantle members
fought as far as they could to prevent the
Gluvernment from erecting this school on
the site referred to, but they failed, and

| the school was now practically built,

though not complete. He waa not going
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to vote against the present item, because
it would be absolutely useless to do so.

Mgr. CONNOR: Fremantle and North,
Sounth, and East Fremantle objected to
the site which had been adopted, and
every member of the municipal council
expressed his opinion on the public plat-
form. Tt was a disgrace that this scheme
should be carried in the face of public
opinion at Fremantle, and it would be a
wige thing on the part of the Government
to forego what work had been done, and
have the other site, which was still avail-
able. That site would snit the children,
and it, would please the people.

Dr. HICKS, who lived as near to this
site as anyone, had never seen any reason
why the school shoulid not be built there.
The only objection was that it was on the
strest where the main traffic took place,
and the children might come lo some
mjury. Several schools in Fremantle

were built in similar positions m other,

main streets. As to the hospital staff,
one could gquite understand why they
complained. They were looking abead to
the time when they might require more
room ; but that was not a sufficient reason
why the school should not be evected on
the site which had been adopted.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result :—

Ayes .. 8
Noes ... 18
Majority against ... 8
Arzs. NoEs
Mr. Connor Mr, Atkins
Mr, Jacoby Mr, Bath
Mr. Moran Mr. Burges
Mr. Nonsou Mr. Hutcher
. or T. re [LSOn
Me, Thyomn.a Mr. Gnll:Ene!
My. Dinmond (Telier). My Grekgory
Hicks
Mr Hopking
. Dats
l Mr. Plesse
Mr. Rason
| M, Wnllace
{ Me. W

;. Mr. Hnghn.m (Teller).
Amnmendment thus negatived.

Item — Kalgoorlie (South)
£2,000 :

Me. BATH: No provision was made
on the Estimates for a school at Williams-
town, one of the suburban areas in the
Hannans electorate. On all sides it was
agreed that Williamstown wneeded a
school ; and although repeated represen:

sehool,

tations had been made to the Minister,

[ASSEMBLY.]
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the school was mnot provided. The
children at Williamstown had to walk &
long distance to the central school.

Mx. JACOBY: Was it necessary to
have 4 number of schools in each towd ?
Was this school more than half-a.mile
from the nearest school 7

TeE MinisTER FOR LanDs: Rather.

Mr. JACOBY : We should not have
schools too close together. We were
providing a very large amount each year
for temporary schools.

Me. BATH: The school was over a
mile from the central school, and the
children bad now to pass overan ordinary
railway crossing. Although he agreed
with what the hon. member had said, it
wag absolutely mnecessary to establish
schools for the younger scholars in the
districts around Kalgoorlie. Any member
who lived on the goldfields in summer
time would recognise the discomfort the
children had put up with in having to go
long distances to school.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES : There
was a mistake about the Williamstown
gchool, because an area had been reserved
for a schocl and the matter brought under
the notice of the Minister for Educution.
He would again draw the attention of the
Minister for Education to the great
necessity for a school at Willlamstown.

Ttem—XKalgoorlie (North) school addi-
tions, £900:

Mr. JACOBY: How far was this
school from the nearest school ¥

Tee MINISTER had not at hand the
information required, but the school was
very much overcrowded, and the teacher
was coostantly asking that additions
should be made.

Me. Moran: There was a tendency to
build schools at every corner.

Tur MINISTER: These were only
additions.

Tag MinisTer For Lannps: The school
was certainly half a mile from the nearest
school.

Item—T.akeside school and quarters,
£375;

Mr. THOMAS: The only work carried
on at Lukeside now wag the cyaniding of
tailings dumped from the Boulder Per-
severance battery. This work would
ghottly be finished, and he did not know.
if the population around this battery
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would be permanent. Any building put
up should be one that could be easily
shifted.

Mer. BATH: Though unable to give
information as to the probable per.
manency of the district, he knew there
were sufficient childrer at Lakeside to
justify the erection of a echool. Take.
side was a considerable distance from
Kamballie, and a school had been needed
in the district for a considerable time.

Mz=. Tromss: For how mwany children
was the schoul required ?

Tae MINISTER could not supply
that information. He had, however, the
assurance of the department that a school
was necessary, that the population was
inereaging, and that there was no school
available for the children.

Me. THOMAS: The residents might
have to shift from Lakeside at an early
date, 50 he would counsel delay. The
children should be able to get to school
by train, as the children beiween Bulla-
bulling and Coolgardie had to do at
present.

Mr. CONNOR: While this district
received every attention, Wyndham counld
not get a school. There was a large
Government, staff at Wyndbam, but the
officers complained that they could not
keep their families there, as the children
could not get any education. A former
Government pruomised to build a school
at Wyndham, but it was not built. The
favours of the Education Department
should be more evenly and justly dis-
tributed.

Mr. TAYLOR: Though the children

miles to a school, the children at Mount
Sir Sumuel, 35 miles away from the
nearest school, could not get any educu-
tion. Requests had been repeatedly
made for a school at Mount Sir Samuel,
where there were about 18 or 20 children
of school age. The people of the distriet
secured portion of the Mechanics' Insti-
tute for a school, and guaranteed £50 a
vear towards its upkeep, but the Govern-
ment did not meet their wishes. It seemed
that members sitting on the Govern-
ment side of the House could get schools
only short distances from ome another.
If he were sitting on the other side of the
House he could get school facilities which
. he was unable to get sitting in Opposition.

(18 Deceyper, 1908.]
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had to suffer because he was in opposi-
tion to the Government.

Tue MINISTER FOR LANDS:
‘With reference to Takeside not being a
permaneni place, members need not be
anxious about that. There was a per-
manent population there, and they were
not likely to leave.

Mr. THOMAS warned the Minister
for Works that Takeside was vot a per-
manent settlement. The population there
was comparatively large at present, but it
would Le gone in # few weeks, probably
before this money could be spent, because
the Great Boulder Perseverance Mino
had nearly finished dealing with the
tailings, and then there would be nothing
to keep the population there. No leases
of any value were working in that locality.
If a school were provided for Lakeside,
it should be put on wheels so that it
might be removed when wno longer
required.

Item-—Perth Technical School, per-
manent buildings, £5,000; total liability
£10,000:

Me. THOMAS asked for information
a8 to the character and extent of the
buildings proposed. He hoped these
would be permanent buildings, on a scale
that would provide for a technical school
up to date, and designed in such a way
as to admit additions as the population
of the country increased, sc that the
general design might not be impaired.

Toe MINISTER: The present site

. of the technical school would be required
. for other purposes, and in any case the
at Lakeside would only have to walk two

- technical

The people in the district he represented .

temporary buildings now occupied were
inadequate for a technical school. It
was proposed to erect a new up-to-date
school estimated to cost
ultimately £10,000, and of this sum
£5,000 was proposed to be expended
in the current financial yvear. The
site selected was om the end of the
Commonage at Thomas Street. The
desire was to erect a substantial building,
and not spend a great amount in needless
ornament. It was estimated that £10,000
would suffice to erect & substantial build-
ing, and if it became necessary to inerease
the building hereafter he had no doubt
this House would willingly pass a farther
vote for so worthy an object.

Me. THOMAS did not object to the
amount, but regretted that it was not
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more, for he was convinced that am
expeaditure of £10.000 us the total
amount would be inadequate for sueh a
purpose as this. This State was going
shead, we must make provision with an
eye for the future, and it would be a
mistake to begin on a small scale such as
appeared to be contemplated. He would
not quibble if a scheme well thought out
was to cost ultimately even £25,000, for
tbe purpose was one which would justify
a liberal expenditure, and he hoped
members would say that this should be
only a portion of a larger scheme.

At 6-28, the Cratrman left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Me. JACOBY : It was to be hoped the
Government would erect public buildings
adequate to the growing needs of the
country for educational purposes, and
that this £5,000 was the first instalment
of a building for the carrying out of a
complete system of technical education.
He understood it was the intention of
the Government to undertake some such
proposal, and if there was un expression
of opinion from members it would help
the Government in coming to a con-
clugion, We had watched with interest
the development of techaical education in
the State up to the present time. It was
to be hoped the Government would erect,
on the site proposed, buildings sufficient
to ultimately accommodate a complete
system of technical education in all its
branches. He supported the item.

Mr. MORAN: Anyone not blinded
by prejudice must come to the conclusion
that Australia was entering on a career
of gradual protection, by bunilding up,
with the aid of technical education, these
trades which had made America, Canada,
and Cermany the envy of the world at
the present time. He was in favour of a
gystem of technical edueation in prefer-
ence to spending money on some kind of
secondary education. We should have
something tangible to show for a system
of technieal eduvcation. We bhad too
many over-educated young men in Aus-
tralia, well educated generally, but having
no particular knowledge to apply profit-
ably in any of the walks of life. He held
that the techuical education vote should
be followed up, rather than have another
vote for secondary education which would
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build up well-educated men without
training for any profession or trade.
The time had come for Western Aus-
tralia to go in for a proper system of
technical education; not confined to
Perth alome, for if so it would be
centralisation of the most obnoxious
character. The children in Bunbury,
York, and Kalgoorlie were equally
entitled to technical edncation as were
children in Perth, if not more so.
He did not think we had money at
the present time to enter upon an elaborate
system of secondary education as well as
technical eduocation, and he hoped the
Government would devote all their
energies at present to Llechnical edu-
cation. If a boy was fairly well edu-
cated avcording to the primary standards
in the State schools, up to 14 years of
age, he had all the education that nine
out of ten wanted in the world. If boys
wanted more there were weans of getting
it. 'We wanted nine out of every ten
ewrning a living, and we wanted 99 out
of every 100 in big countries like Aus-
tralia who would be able to turn their
education to practical account by be-
coming artisans, without which Australia
could never beanation. |[Mg. Dianonn:
And agriculturists.] Artisans and agri-
culturists. The experience of America
had proved that the artisan was the
creator of the agricultural industry. He
found a market for it. If we had home
consumption there would not be that
keen necessity to look abroad for markets.
Western Australia must not lag behind,
for we bad our natural disadvantages in
competing with the Eastern States in
manufactures, and let us not add to those
patural disadvantages the disadvantage
of not having our young men well trained.
He hoped the technical vote would be
increased, and that great attention would
be paid to it, and that not so much
attention would be paid to the more
fanciful schemes of secondary and uni-
versity education.

Mz. BATH: No member of the
Assembly who desired the progress of
the State of Western Australia would be
niggardly in the vote for techmical edu-
cation, and he supported the member for
Dundas when that gentleman pointed out
to the Minister for Works the necessity
of being almost generous in this respect.
It was about time we gave our aittention
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to turning out good artisans and trades-

men in the shape of blacksmiths, car-
penters, and other descriptions of work-
men, rather than $urning out ill.paid
clerks and clerical workers. There were
too many of those in Australia at the
present fime for the number of billets
that were going. If it was instilled
into the minds of the people
Australia that it would be infinitely
better to bring up their children to trudes
than as clerks who could only earn a
miserable pittance, it would be deing good
for the State. In regard to technieal
edueation in the Eastern States, there had
been snme great difficulty preventing the
system becoming as useful us it should be.
The trouble had been that those at the
head of the imstitution had not the
grounding themselves, and they had
turned out a number of jackarco trades-
men who only had a smattering of the
trude which they ought to have learned.
It was hoped that, as far as Weslern
Aunstralia was concerned, in our technical
education we should wake it as thorough
as possible, and no system of education
conld be made thorough unless the Gov-
ernment of the State were prepared to
support it generously and devote money
to 1%, for money could be devoted fo many
worse uses. Without making any stipo-
lation as to the amount whatever, he
hoped money would be used in a judicious
manner to make the system of technical
education as thorough as we desired.

Mr. DIAMOND supported the re-
marks generally. We sbould not be
spending money on what was Lnown as
university education just at present.
Good work was being done in the State
now in the shape of technical education
on a small seale. The old building at
Fremantle which was formerly used as a
girls’ school on South Terrace was now a
technical institution, As a member of
the school board, he highly commended
the techmical instruction given to the
evening classes in the Cantonment Road
school.  Amongst the most earnest
students were railway workshop appren-
tices. There were classes for girls also.
But the system should be extended
throughout the State in connection with
primary education. Such extension was

of

much more important than the estab- |

lishment of u university. In her upiver-
gities, Australia bad too closely copied
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Oxford and Cambridge, instead of taking
the practicul universities of America as
models. Qur aim should be to turn out
practical artisans, farmers and miners,
secondary education for that purpose
embracing the useful arts and sciences.

Item—Secondary school for boys,
£1,000:
Mr. PIGOTT: This proposal was

mentioned in the Governor's Speech, but
not since. The Premier ought to explain

; it, us he anticipated ultimately spending

£10,000. I did pot appear that
secondary schools were needed, and the
item should not be passed without full
debate.

Mz. MORAN : From the very nebulons
replies he had received from the Minister
in charge, it was evident that this
scheme had pot been fully considered.
Better postpone it till after the general
election. We had already secondary
schools in Perth; and if a Government
instibution were established, ils Denefits
wust for a long time be confined to
Perth, which was the last place deserving
consideration while couniry places were
erying out for primary schools. Extrava-
gance in secondary education must result
in the starving of primary school teachers.
Strike out the item and transfer the
amount to the vote for technical instruc-
tion. '

Tee PREMIER uaccepted personal
responsibility for the item. He was a
great Leliever in national eduecation, and
did not think that the duty of the Stale
ceased when the pupil left the primary
school. A person could not be too well
educated ; and the State’s duty began in
the kindergarten and ended in the uni-
vergity. Ours was undoubtedly the best
system of primary education in the Corm.
monwenlth. The great education re-
formers of the past, though believiug in
State education, thought this should be
confined to the three R’s; but as years
passed the public became alive to their
responsibilities, and the system wuas ex.
tended until to-day we had a primary
education which 30 years ago would have
been looked upon as a first-class sec-
ondary education—instance the seventh
A standard saperimposed on the ordinary
standards in schools at populous centres.
Year after year the standard of primary
education was raised. The establishment
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of State schools invariably led through
competition to the improvement of pri-
vate schools, the State setting the ex-
ample and fixing the standard. In the
absence of Stale education there wus
no standard, and instruction was'neither
go efficient nor so generally availed of.
In this country the obligation to pro-
vide primary education was recognised,
But why should our obligation cease
there? Was it right that, accepting us
we did our obligation to provide a primary
education for our young people und realis-
ing that year after year this obligation
extended the curriculun of primary edu-
cation, we should place a child in the
doorway of a primary school and say,
*“Beyond that the State cannot assist
you,” the State recogmising no farther
obligation ! Did the obligation of the
State cease at the doorway of the primary
school ?  Doubtless that was the theory
a few years ago, but we had been
encroaching upon that, wnd subject by
subject had been added. By technical
education and by means of bursaries and
scholarships we recognised some obliga-
tiou upon the State to encourage a higher
system of education than our State
schools provided. The development of
education in this State gradually moved
forward. Twenty years ago our State
school education in Western Australia
wag of 1he most rudimentary character.
He himself passed through that system,
and he agserted without hesitation that
& lad who passed through the highest
standurd then hud no better education
at that time than one who would be only
in the second or third class now. Those
who passed through the old State school
of Western Australia twenty years ago
could appreciate the emormous advance
which had been made. Were we to
loyally recognise that this State must
provide for its children not omniy a
primary systemn of education as under-
stood in days gone by, but also a second-
ary system P )

Mx. Proorr: Was the hon. gentleman
going to make it compulsory ?

Tere PREMIER: No. He believed
the duty of the State wus to seize hold
of a ¢hild and place it under the kinder-
garten system, and eventually pass it
througlh the university. We provided
that education should be compulsory
betwesn certain ages; but when youths
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pussed beyond that it becams voluntary.
Under our system of education, whilst
dozens, he believed hundreds, of young
intelligent and industrious pupils had to
pass away Irom educational advantages
at the age provided by our existing Edu-
cation Acts, we made no provision by
which these youths could avail them-
selves of a secondary system of eduecation,
and make themselves better citizens of
‘Western Australia.

Me. Jacomry: The provision existed
all the same, although the State did not
make 1it.

Tee PREMIER: We heard exactly
the sawne argument when dealing with
the question of primary education. Tt
was said there was no reason why the
State should provide machinery to meet
this need, and that private energy and
private schools could wmeet it. Yet we
knew to-day that it was beeause of the
existence of State primury schools, and
by means alone of the existence of State
primary schools, that primary education
occupied the high position it did here.

Mg. Moran : That was because educa-
tion was compulsory.

Tae PREMIER: We could not apply
comwpulsion unless the State provided the
education. [n those States which had
o system of Btate education we should
find the higher educational standard, and
in those States where there was nosystem
of State education a lower educational
standard.

M=r. DMoran:
these ¥

Tue PREMIER: We could pass from
America to the old country, to Germany,
or even to France. He had never heard
controverted the assertion that where the
State provided for education we had the
best system. When primary education
was first urged in this State those who
opposed it said, ¢ Leave all this to volun-
tary effort ;" but the system had been so
complete and emphatic that he did not

Which States were

i believe there was a, man in Western Aus-

tralin or in the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia who would not agree with him
that the systemn of State education had been
abundantly justified. Inside the domain
of primary education the State was doing
good work, and by doing that good work
was setting an example to private schools
which alse supplied primary education.
Year by year we added te the curriculem
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of our State schools, and we recognised
that while we added to our State currni-
culumm certain  subjects dealing with
technical education we could not make
that system complete unless we had
separate schools, which we provided for
in our present Estimates, and hoped to
extend throughout the State in due course
There was in connection with
education as with so many other matters
a gradual growth and gradual expansion
of the ares of the State’s nbligations, and
a gradual guickening also of the sense of
the Stute’s duty. The first educational re-
formers reckoned that the obligations of
the State ceased when they tanght boys
to read and write. Theiridea was, * Give
to every child an opportunity of acquair-
ing these rudiments of education, and
that is all you need give bim.” Every
year we had been departing from that old
idea, and had increased the obligation of
the State and given a better education to
the children, until to-day we had, he
Lelieved, in Western Australiu as good a
system of primary education as could be
found in any part of the world. It was
wrong that we should put out of the
doors of our schools every year dozens,
perhaps hundreds, of childven whe, if
they had an opportunity of farther cairy-
ing oo education, would make better
citizens of the State. Why should it be
that, whilst we recognised the obligation
to establish a system which quickened
the desire of a child to acquire educa-
tion, we turned him ount of our doors at
the very time when he was acquiring
that appetite for knowledge and a de-
sire to attain knowledge which tended
to make for the benefit of the future?
It was said that system ought to obtain.

[18 Decemeer, 1903.]

Everyone would agree that within this .

State there must be some system by
which we could take the child from the

State school and earry him onward ; but -

it waa said that, once we passed beyond
the doors of the State school, private
organisations should be left to provide
secondary education. He did not believe
it, On the contrary, he believed the day
had gone by when we should hear, in

connection with education, the question -

of rich and poor. We too frequently
beard this question, and it was frequently
said : “ You are providing no system of

secondary education, and are simply en-

couraging the rich.” Inedncation there
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wasg no question of rich and poor. We
needed the educated citizen. Whether that
citizen be the child of rich or poor parents
was entirely beside the question. Farther
than that, those who talked about
secondary education, meaning the system
which provided education only for the
rich, and by means of such an argument
tended to divert the attention of the
State from its obligation to provide
secondary education, simply created for
the rich 2 close preserve into which the
children of the rich alone eould enter.
Why should we not have a system of
education which any child —however poor
its parents might be, or however rich its
parents might be—should have a right
to enjoy, if it had brains and energy
enough to earn the prizes or pass the
qualification examinations that wouldlead
to the higher system the State would
provide ?

Mz. Jacosy: Was it to be free ?

Tor PREMIER: We were not deal-
ing with that now. He was not one of
those contemptuous quibblers on either
sid{a of the House who talked about de-
tails.

Mr. Moran : That was not fair.

Mg. Jacopy: The Premier should not
gel cross,

Tre PREMIER: One could not help
getling cross on hearing quibbling inter-
jections. He was a great believer in
education of all sorts and descriptions,
and he believed that there rested upon
the shoulders of the people of this State
an obligation to provide for our children
the best system of education we could
possibly get ; but all we had to deal with
now was whether it was necessary or

. desirable to provide . systew of secondary

education. Farther than that, was he not
right in saying that the efficiency of
primary educalion in this State, and in
other places where it existed, was due to
the fact that the State system applied ?
aluo that in countries where the State
recognised its obligation to provide a
system of education there was a higher
standard of education than in countries
where tbe State did not recognise this
obligation ¥

Mr. Moran: All civilized countries
recognised the obligation. Could the
Premier mention any that did not ?

Tre PREMIER : Spain, Italy, Greece,
and South America did not. The countries
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the State should provide education were
America, the United Kingdom, Germany,
France, and Australia. Broadly speaking,
those were the places where we found
impressed upon the State the obligation
to provide education.

Mr Moran: No country was more
forward in technical education and other-
wige than Russia.

Mg. Bare: Only in a few isolated
instances.

Tee PREMIER: Outside the places
mentioned, we did not see a clear recog-
nition of the obligation on the State to
provide a primary education. In Ger-
many and Awerica there was a clear
recognition of the obligation on the State
to provide a better systemn than primary
education, and in Germany that obligation
was loyally recognised, the State providing
a system of national education beginning
with the kiodergarten and ending with the
university. In America the obligation
might not be so loyally recognised owiug
to private intervention, but the State
provided secondary schools and universi-
ties. Here in Western Anstralia we
merely had the primary schools. The
East Australian States were to a large
extent content with providing a primary
education and nothing beyond. In New
South Wales and Queensland liberal
subsidies were given to secondary schools,
but in none of the other States did we
find what he asked the House to affirm,
the obligation of the State to provide
means of secondary education to every
young child of the State with sufficient
brains and persistence to avuil himself or
herself of the opportunity.

Mr. Moraw: This was hardly the time
to discuss the matter.

Tae PREMIER: The desire of the
Government was to make farther inquiry
in relation to these schools, not so much
as to the principle, but as to the curri-
culum and management and in regard to
designs for buildings. ‘The Government
and he (the Prewier) strongly thought
that we needed a secondary school
gystem modelled not on the example of
the old country, nor on the example of
the Eastern States which followed too
closely the old country, but on the
example of secondary schools which pro-
vided an education somewhat siwilar to
that provided in the schools of Germany
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and Anwrica. The Government wanted
to have imparted not only u theoretical
knowledge, but the praciical, technical
and scientific education provided in
America and Germany. Because they
believed there was need for this the Gov-
ernment had placed this sum on the
Estimates to obtain discussion on the
point. He hoped the majority of mem- -
bers would agree in affirining the privciple
that the obligation of the State towards
its children was not discharged by giving
them a primary eduocation, and that we
should place within the reach of every
child with energy and persistence the
means of acquiring that education which
would enable him to fill any professicnal
position in the State. At present, how-
ever bright a lad might be and however
hard-working or persistent, we passed him
out of the State school unfitted or un-
quulified to fill the highest positions
in this or any other State. We ought
to provide a system to remove these diffi-
culties, and to give the intelligent and
enerietlc lads of the State a ladder by
which they could obtain the highest
offices and positions the Btate offered.
Believing this, he hoped the House
would suppurt'him in an endeavour to
establish a secondatry school in Perth.
Me. PIGOTT: The Premier gave a
very bright account of bis idea of what
a complete system of education ought to
be. The Premier expressed the belief
that the State could not give too much
education, and then dilated upon the
present aystem of primary education, and
showed that our systein was the highest
standard of primary education through-
out the whole of the Commonwealth.
The Premier might have gone farther
and said it was the highest system of
primary education throughout the civi-
lised world. There could be no doubt
that the stage at which we had arrived
with regard to the education given in the
primary schools would compare very
tavourably with any system of primary
education throughout the whole of the
civilised world; and when we compared
our primary education with that of
countries where a system of secondary
education was in force, we found at once
that our standard of primary education
was far ahead of any primary system
where secondary education was also
carried orut. The Premier did not give
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any description of the methods the Gov- | another expense equul to that we now

ernment intended to introduce, but said

that the main objection to the scheme °
would be raised by people who would

consider thattheintroduction of secondary
education would tend to reduce the stan-
dard of the primury system. To-day wehad
a very fine system of primary education.
‘We had onder this system the right of
forcing a trainiog on all the children
until they arrived at a certain stage, and
then the complaint was made by the
Premier that vader our present system
these ¢hildren, no matter how bright and
intelligent and energetic they might be,
were taken away froin the doors of our
State schools and sent out. inte the world
to fight for themselves. The Premier
asked mwembers to assist 10 passing the
vote to introduce a system of secondary
education in order that we might still
have the care of the bright and intelligent
lads and give them the benefits of a
secondary - education, and the Premier
went farther and said a university educa-
tion. It was no doubt a very pretty
picture to draw, but it could not
possibly be carried out. We should not
take into consideration what was going
on te-day in the United States or in
Germany. We bad pot the population
of those countries. The result would be,
no matter what system was introduced,
if it followed the lines of the American
or German secondary education system
we would find that a svstem was intro-
duced into this State which wonld become
valueless unless we made it compulsory.
At the present time we had a system by
which any lad who went through his
primary course and proved himself to be
a bright and intelligent and exceedingly
capable boy, and was auxious to get
farther on in his work and learn more,
could get to the top of the tree. If that
system was not sufficient, at a small cost
it could be nnproved. We could do that
without building huge secondary schools
and taxing the people of the country.

At present we were spending something '

like £132,000 a year on our primary
system of education. We had also a

od system of technical education, and on
top of that the Committes were asked to

pledge the country to another scheme |

of secondarv education which would,

if carried out on the lines suggested .

by the Premier, run the State into

had to bear. The Premier introduced
inte his speech the question of an
education for the rich and another for
the poor. He (Mr. Pigott) could not
see what that had to do with the ques-
tion before members. If a rich man's
son was anxious to have a good educa-
tion and the parents were anxious to
give it him, such parents should not
have the right to come to the State and
say the State must educate their child.

THe MinisTEr For Lanps: That
would be easily regulated.

Mg. PIGOTT: How many children
were there being educated in the State
whose parents could afford to allow them
to go in for secondary education, having
gone through the full primary system now
to beavailed of ¥ ThePremier overlooked
the fact that in America and Germany
where there were systems of secondary
education the sysiem was split up. The
starting point was not where the primary
systemn finished, but was midway between
the beginning and ending of the primary
system.  That was the position in
America and’ Germany, and it was
acknowledged all the world over to be
the only good system that could be
carried out.

MEg. Barr: At what age did they go
to the secondary schools ?

M. PIGOTT: In America the limit
for the compulsory primary schools was
14 years, but if a boy showed signs of
brightness and capabilily he was taken
away from the primary school before 12
years of age.

Mg, Batr: That was not according to
the latest articles which be bad read on
the subject.

Mr. PIGOTT: It was according to
the latest books on the subject. 7The
paper he was quoting from was entitled
" Secondary Edocation in the Demo-
cratic Country,” which was placed
before the Education Board in Eng-
land only last year. In that paper a
doubt was expressed as to whether
it would not be advisable to reduce the
age to 10 years, so that a boy entering a
primary schookshould be enabled to go into
a secoudary school, provided his teachers
came to the conclusion that he was
suitable to go in for secondary education.
Tn Germany or America a boy had not to
wait until he attained the top of the
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primary school, but he was taken away
when be had certain rudimentary ele-
ments of education, and when 1t was
found that the seed hud fallen ou good
ground. The average Loy left the pri.
wary school at 14, having finished his
education as far as the State was con.
cerned, and he was then fit to go out into
the world and earn a living for himself;
but a boy fit to go in for a wuniversity
education was turned out at 15 or 16
years of age. The Premier had this
futish, that he could introduce a system
of secondary education in Western Aus-
tralia where we had a small population.
No doubt the system could be intro-
duced, but he (Mr. Pigott) prophesied
that it would be ao utter failure, a huge
expense to the State, and would not be
taken advantage of by the parents of the
children, for the majority of the parents
of children who went to primary schools
conid not afford to give their children a
secondury education. They could not
afford to pay for it, and they could not
affurd to allow theic children to be a tax
on the family after a child arrived at the
age of 14. It was quite evident therefore
that no system of this kind should be
introduced here at this time. He advised
the Government to look on the matter
from a different point of view. He
agreed with the Government that we
should do everything possible to assist
the children of the State to get the best
practical education that could be given,
but he suggested that this could be done
by means of scholarships in the primary
schools, given at a certain age, sayv at 10,
12, or 14 years. If scholarships were
provided by the Government which would
give a secondary education to children
who had proved themselves capable,
everything that should be required
wounld have been done. Hefailed tosesn
necessity for Parliament aunthorising the
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which was being introduced now by the
Government without its having been
fully considered. He moved as an amend-
ment—

That the item be struck out.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Colmmittee were asked to provide £1,000
ouly.

Me. Prcorr: Then strike out the
£10,000 in the next column.

Tee MINISTER: To that there was
no objection. The desire wus to make
farther inguiry and call for competitive
designs. 'The only argument against the
item wus that a scheme for State eecond-
ary education was not matured. This
was true. The scheme was only in the
inquiry stage; but the leader of the
Opposition had compared German and
American secondary schools with the
school to be established here, iguoring
the fact that we had not adopted a
definite system,

Tre CHAIRMAN: By the Standiug
Orders, the item could be postponed until
all the remaining items were passed ; and
if it were postponed, this vote could not
be put nor the other items therein be
discussed.

On the motion by the MINISTER FOR
Worxks, item postponed.

Buildings and other services for Minis-
ter for Mines’ Department, £16,140

Item-—Cue, quarters for inspector of
boilers, £400 :

Me. TAYLOR asked for information.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: This
was a new departure. The officer’s dis-
trict would extend from Yalgoo to Peak
Hill and from Wiluna to Lawlers.
Formerly the work was done by the
inzpector of mines; but the duties

" clashed, as 2 mines inspector had io make

Government to enter into an arrange- °

ment to bind the State to a huge
expenditure of money, the resuit of which
might be very doubtful. This question
should be held over so that the Grovern-
ment might make the fullest inguiries
and put the matter before the electors at
the general election, and allow the new
Parliament when elected to deal with the
guestion. If it was found the system
could not be properly entertained, the
State would not be bound to a policy

surprise visits, and the visits of a boiler
inspector must be notified in advance. As

. the officer at Cue was paying £60 a year

for rent, the Government proposed to
erect a residence.

Item-—Kalgoorlie, Warden's Court,

alterations and fittings, £400 -

Me. BATH, at the request of the
member for Kalgoorlie, called attention
to the defective acoustics of the Kal-
goorlie Court, of which local magistrates
and visiting Judges complained.
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Mr. HASTIE: Morvover, the uoise of * plans that wounld be suitable.

passing trams was so loud, and dust so
plentiful, that windows could not be
opened. This was the worst court-house
in the State.

Item — Kanowna, Warden’s Court,
casing in brickwork, £250:

Mr. TAYLOR: Why the expenditure
under Form J?

Tae Misrsrer ror Mives: The build-
ing was falling to pieces, and had to be
repaired.

Tue MiNister ror Worgs: The total
expenditure would be £250.

Item — Mining Schovl,
£4,750:

Mr. BATH: What had been done in
consequence of complaints by the local
Carpenters’ Union and the Trades and
TLaboor Council as to defective furnitare P

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
complaint wus that the furniture was
defective, and had not been obtained
_locally. The contract was let to the
lowest tenderer, without regard to his
locality. Instrudtions had been issued
that specitications must be strictly ad-
hered to, and po faulty work passed.
Defects would be made good at con-
tractor’s expense, and some had Dbeen
made good already.

Kalgourlie,

Ttem — Woodman’s Point, removal and
erection of magazine buildings and
fencing, £6,100 :

Mz. CONNOR: When would the re-
moval take place, and the road be made?

Tre MINISTER was not aware of
any road to the abattoirs across there,

Mze. CONNOR : The only excuse for
the road being built to the abittoirs from
Rockingham Roud was the existence of
these magazines.

Tee MINISTER: If the hon. member
would call his attention to the road he
would see to it.

Ttem, Abattoirs, Goldfields, £5,000:

Mzr. BATH askedl what was the inten-
tion of the Grovernmeunt with regard to
this waiter. .

Tux MINISTER: Regarding hoth
the goldficlds and metropolitan abattoirs,
there had been cousiderable delay between
the Works Department and the Stock
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It was a
large question, and although the delay

* was exasperating, still it was of great

importance that there should be no
mistake in the buildings when they were
erected. The site for the goldfields area
had been definitely fized, and that for the
metropolitan area. had been practically
fixed, and the plans determined upon.
'The work of erecting both these abattoirs .
would proceed without delay.

Mz. Barn: Where was the site for
the goldfields abattoirs 7

Tee MINISTER : About midway
between Kalgoorlie and Boulder.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
site of the abattoirs for the Eastern Gold-
fields was not far from Kalgoorlie,
towards Coolgardie, along the railway
line. The site had been fixed there first
because of ite suvitability, secondly the
water scheme, and thirdly the railway
communication to it. The various trucks
of cattle could be shipped by a side line
right to the abattoirs, There was some
discussion as to the site, but ultimately |
it was determined by the combined board
of health representing all the districts
to endorse the site chosen by the depart-
ment.

Ttem, Abattoirs, Metropolitan— £5,000:

Mr. CONNOR: Would the Miuister
state the locality it was suggested these
abattoirs should he in ?

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
site bad been fixed at Owen's Anchorage.

Me. CONNOR: Would any compen.
sation be paid to people whose abattoirs
would be closed up? He was not per-
sonally interested.

Tue MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
gite chosen was, he believed, the best
available. As to whether stock would
be slaughtered at other places, that was
a question which would be dealt with
entirely on its merits. That aspect of
the question had notf in its details been
dealt with so far. We could not assume
that when the Government abattoirs had
once heen erected, slaughtering would be
permitted in all the suburbs in and
around the city. One great controlling
factor in the establishment of abattoirs
in any country had been to bring all the
slaughtering into one area, to make
meat inspection possible, and to obviate
uas far as practicable diseased und
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unwholesome meat going into consump-
tion. Much might be said on the
gnestion. In establishing abattoirs
we were following what bad become a
necessity in all parts of the world, and he
believed medical science clearly indicated
that the absence of proper meat inspec-
tion was the cause in a great measure of
cancer and tuberculosis in human beings.
. These were matters of serious importance
to the State, and members would agree
with Lim the time had arrived when
abattoire should be established. As to
whether compensation should be paid,
that presumably would be dealt with
entirely on its merits, seeing that if a
person was ordered to close his abattoirs
guch person would make a cluim, and his
clim would be counsidered. He (the
Minister) did not think he could be
expected to make an announcement as to
whether any compensation would or
would not be paid.

Mz. CONNOR: Was the awmount on
the Estimates Lo be speunt on buildings,
. or was the question of compensation
taken into consideration? If this sum
was intended to cover both, it would be
absolutely insufficient.

Tae MiINisTER ForR Lawos:
amount was for the buildings only.

Mz. CONNOQR: If the abattoirs to be
erected were taken charge of and run by
the Government a rather serious state of
affairs would occur, because there would
be triple control, as the (fovernment, the
municipality, and the board of health
would each claim a certazin amount of
control. The system of abatteirs would
be a great protection to the public, the
only faunlt being that it must necessarily
increase the price of meat to the people;
but that was the people's look-out.
Practically triple control existed to-day.
When the abattoirs were opened regula-
tions would be necessary. The Minister
would have wuch trouble, because to-day
there was u lot in connection with abat-
toirs. Instructions were given by the
roads board man, by the Stock Depart-
ment, and by the health board, and they
were as coutradictory as posmble The
committee should bave information.

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
question of abattoirs had heen very fully

‘ The
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' not been

South Caves.

given to the proposal. As far
back as 1896 Sir John Forrest sent Mr.
Cavanagh, a Pertb architect, to visit the
Eastern States and report, and £500 was
spent on the plans, specifications, and
report. At last we bhad reason to be
gratified that the proposal had matured
into something practical. It was un-
necessary to go into a long rigmarole to
justify the expenditure which appeared
on the Estimates, for he ¢id not think
we could find in this Committee one
member who would not support the pro-
posal. As to compensation, the amount
which would bave to be paid now would
certainly be less than would have to be
paid 10 years hence if the system were
deferred to that time. Regarding dual
control or anything of that kind, the
abattoirs were heing erected by the Gov-
ernment and would be coatrolled by the
Government. The central board of health
or the lucal board of health would be at
liberty to inspect the premises to see that
the yards were kept in a healthy and
proper condition,

Me. CONNOR was pleased to hear
that it was the intentioh of the Govern-
ment to take complete control. The
people connected with the trade would
now know the true position.

Mgr. Warrace: Would the present
abattoirs be abolished ?

Tae MinisTEr For Lanps: Yes.

Item — Lake and Mammoth Caves,
development, £750:

Mr. BATH: We were assured last
year that this work would be repro-
ductive. Had the expenditure proved a
good investment ?

Mgr. YELVERTON : This was really
a re-vote, a8 the money voted last year
was not expended. Electric light was
installed in Yallingunp Cave, and was
such a pronounced success that the (ov-
arnment were justified in asking for the
light to beinstalled in Lake and Mammoth
Caves.

[tem —Yalingup,accommeodation house,
furniture and stock, £1,500 :

HASTIE: Yast year we voted
£3,000 for this house, and now we were

- asked to provide an additional amount.

ventilated during three sessiowns, and it

was of no use for inembers to run away

with the idea that due consideration had |

Was it intended to make the pluce a
State hotel? He would like to know
when the house would be open to visitors,
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and whether the place had become a
popular resort.

Tar MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
house, now completed, would be run on
tbe same lines as the State hotel at Gwalia,
and the amount on the Estimates was to
provide furniture and stock. The furni-
ture had already gone down, and it was
hoped the hotel would be ready for
visitors carly in January. From the
inquiries aiready made for accommoda-
tion it was assured that at all events in
the summer months there would be plenty
of visitors, and it was already a inatter
of doubt as to whether the accommodation
provided would be sufficient. Hehad no
hesitation in saying that the house would
not only supply a much needed want,
but would be a payable concern.

Mr. YELVERTON, as a member of
the Caves Board, said a mapager bad
been sppointed for the house, that the
place would be open for visitors by Christ-
mas Day, that there was every expectation
the house would prove successful, and
thut the business done would be profit-
able in every way.

Item — Fremantle,
£1,370:

Mg, ATKINS: Why were new pilot
quarters wanted al Fremantle ?

Toe MINISTER: These were rend-
ered npecessary by the removal of the
pilots fromn Rottoest.

Ttem— Perth, Victoria Library, £3,500 :

Mx. HASTIE: Last year we voted
£4,000. How much of that money was
gpent ?

Tae MINISTER.: The whole sum was
expended. The additional amount was
required to complete the building.

M=s. Hastie: Was it to be an annnal
vote ?

Tre Minster: No.

Ltem— Perth, lodge for orderly, £500:

Mg. JACOBY : Where was this lodge ¥

Tue MINISTER: This was a new
lolge for the orderly al Government
House, whose present tenement was a
disgrace.

Item — New
£15,000:

pilot quarters,

Parliament  Houses,
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_ that that amount would sufficiently com-

plete the buildings to allow them te be
occupied, and that afterwards there would
be ouly a2 small annual expenditure.
When would the buildings be eavailable,
and how much more money would Puar-
liament have to vote to complete the
buildings ?

Tree MINISTER: The control of the
expenditure and the authorisation of
work in connection with the new Parlia-
ment Houses were in the bands of a
committee consisting of the Speaker, the
President of the Council, the leader of
the Government, and the leader of the
Opposition. Up till Juae lust the sum of
£22,5662 was spent, and it was estimated
that £15,000 would complete the work
so far as existing authorisations went,
sufficiently to make the buildings svail-
able for occupation when the new Parlia-
ment met next year.

Mgr. ATKINS: Was the work to be
covered by this vote not included in the
original contract, or was this one of the
cootracts that had been altered and
messed about 50 as to make the work cost
balf as wuch again as the original
tender ¢

Tee MINISTER: The amount of
£15,000 was included in the original
idea.

Mr. Atetns: Was it included in the
original tender ?

Tree MINISTER : The original tender
was for a certain amount of work, with
scheduled rates for any additions that
might be decided upon.

Mz. Areins: What about the altera-
tions ?

Tue MINISTER: The hun. member
was unwithingly unfair.  No alterations
were made by the FPublic Works Depart-
ment except with the thorough approval
and indorsement of the parliamentary

. committee referred to, which committee,

so far as this work was concerned, were
masters of the depuriment.

Me. ATKINS: Apology was due to
the Public Works Department, buc not to
the committee, which he blamed for all
the alterations and messing abuat the
contract.

Mr. PIGOTT failed to understand the
trouble in the mind of the member for
the Murruy. On taking a seat on this

Mr. HASTIE: Last year we voted | commitiee as leader of the Opposition he
£25,000; and the understunding was | saw that at the suggestion of the com-
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mittee certain alterations had been made
and carried out at scheduled rates, and
that beyond this there was no extra
expenditure. There was no addition
to the contract in any way. With-
out any doubl the work would be
finished a few days after the expira-
tion of the contract in February.
The committee bad found it desirable
that certain alterations should be made
in the building, and had put their
suggestion in writing. New plans were
got out, and these were on the table of
the House for some weeks. If members
looked at the plans they would agree that
the suggestions of the committee should
be carried out. The contract for the
completion of certain work to epable the
new Parliament to meet in the new
boilding would be finished in time to
allow the new Parliament to meet any
time after April. Thie was a most im-
portant building, and though a little
more money was required for it, if the
money wus refused it would be a penny
wise and pound foolish policy. The com-
mittee had suggested that extra accom.
modation should be provided which would
be acceptable to all members and would
add to the beauty of the bnilding, while
the extra cost would be very small
Several alterations had been suggested
and drawings made which would give
farther accommodation and would en-
hance the appearance of the building.
These suggestions were before members,
and it was to be hoped they would agree
to them.

Tre MINISTER: The item of £5,000
wus to enable th, additions as shown on
the plun to be carried out.

Mgr. PIGOTT: That was the extra
work suggested, and if the work was to
be carried ovt it should be taken in hand
atonce. The work could not be carried out
if the House refused to pass the amount.

Vote put and passed.

Grants in Aid of Mechanics’ Institutes
and Kindred Buildings, £3,000 :

Mg. ATKINS: There should be better
regulations in regard to what had been

done in the past in the management of .

agricultural balls. Although the manage.
ment of these halls wus supposed to be
left in the hands of committees, as a lot
of Government monev was controlled by
the committees, - the Goverawmeant should

[ASSEMBLY.)
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have pome supervision over committees
to see that these bodies carried out their
obligations, and also to see if the halls
were kept in good order and the accounts
kept so that people could understand
them,

Tex MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
wug very desirable that there should be
gome control over the management of the
agricultural halls and kindred institu-
tions. The Government were anxious to
apply that supervision, but it was by no
means easy to do this, for the buildings
wers vested in trustees, who resented
interference of any kind whether by the
Government or individvals. It was
recognised that there should be sowe
supervision, and he was endeavouring to
mature some system by which the
supervision could be brought about.

Vote put and passed.

Total estimated amount for Public
Works Department postponed, until a
previous item whichk had not been dealt
with had been passed. A postponed
item was dealt with later; the Works
votes being otherwise completed.

Railwaye and Tramwoeys, £1,299,869
13s. 4d.—postponed on wotion by the
MiNIsTER.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT AND ADMINIS-
TRATIVE Brawcues (Hon. J. Gardiner,
Treasuver).

Vote—T'reasury generally, £7,929:

STATEMENT ON ADMINISTRATION.

Tae TREASURER : It is as well that
I should lay before the Committee some
of the matters connected with the
department I have adwministered. When
the Estimates were before the Com-
mittee last year, I was suffering from bad
health ; but I made several promises to
the Committee, and I should Like to show
that I have,as far as possible,endeavoured
to fulfil the prowuses [ then made. 1
would like the Committee to remember,
as far us this department is concerned,
that whilst I have had the honour of
beinyg in the Ministry, some 18 months,
practically during 12 months of that
time Parliatrnent has been sitting. The
first department under my direction
is the Treasury, and I do not think
any department bas carried on the
business of the State under greater dis-
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advantages, so far as staff is concerned,
than the Treasury has during the last
eight or nine months. The accountant
of the Treasurv, when it was getting

{18 De¢emeER, 1903.]
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! knowledge, and it is not fair to put the

i

Under Treasurer in the same position as

' the Commissioner of Police or the Sheriff.

towards tbe end of the financial year, -

unfortunately was struck down with

hemorrhage of the lungs; since then the

Under Treasurer, I very much regret fo
say, has been suffering from indifferent
health ; and so the work of the oftfice has
been thrown to a great extent on the
acting accountant, Mr. Whitely, and on
myself. I say this uuvhesitatingly, that
I very much regret the Under Treasarer
hus had to apply to me for three months’
leave of absence, He is an officer who
has given wonderfully good service to the
State, and I am sure all members, and
the State generally, will admit that e is
a thoroughly conscientious officer. 1 am
afraid that unless some alteration takes
place in his health it inay be necessary for
him to tender his resignation. T sincerely
trust, however, that the trip I am sending
him away on will bring him back restored
to health, and that this possibility will be
far distant. I am looked upen as a pretty
hard taskmaster, and I have to acknow-
ledge very freely that no one eould have
had more loyal assistance than I have had
from the various officers of the Treasury.
I think I can conscientiously say that I
_ know mnearly every officer’s work, and
every officer hag done his hest, even in
gpite of some migtakes. They have given
loyal service ; consequently it is only just
and right that I should say this. It has
been said that the heads of departments
wlho come into contact with the Ministers
are the only officers the Minister sees.
1 may say, and if the members will
look through the Hstimates they will
notice, that 18 not justified. The Under
Treasurer is down to recsive £750 a vear.
He at present receives £100 a year from
the Commonwenlth, and I spoke on this
matter to the Premier, and I think the
general impression is that the Common.
wealth will have their own officers almost,
immediately,and then the Under Treasurer
will only receive £750 a year. The Royal
Commission recommended that the Under
Treagurer should bepaid thisamount. The
Committee will agree with me that the
Under Treasurer holds the most im-
portant position held by any public
officer outside the Anditor Genveral
His position requires peculiar and specific

His paesition calls for greater recognition.
It will be seen by the Estimates that the
acting aceountant, Mr. Whitely, has been
raised by me from £365 a year to £410.
In addition to discharging his own
duties, we are so circumstanced that Mr.
Whitely requires to discharge the duties
of Under Treasurer as well as his own
position during the absence of the Under -
Treasurer. 'When we get a good public
servant we should honestly tell the House
and the country tbat we have servants 1o
the employ of the Government of which
they might well be proud. During the
last six months the office hours that Mr.
Whitely should have worked, had he
been a nine to half-past four servant, were
913, but be actually worked 1,417 hours,
or 504 hours overtime. I myself have
raised an objection to this, but he is a
man who conscientiously wants to do his
duty, and he has found, taking over the
work under very unfavourable circum-

" stances, that it has been a big tax upon

him, and he has honestly done his best
and given his time to the duties of the
State ; therefore I am sure members will
not begrudge him the rise I have given
bim in his salary. So far as the in-
creases to other officers of the Treasury
are concerned, they are all in the lower
grades, and nearly all have had a rise
varying from £10 to £25. The Under
Treasurer and myself classified these
officers, and we did not agree with the
classification of the Public Service Com-
mission ; still the amounts we gave were
collectively about the same ag recom-
mended by the Public S8ervice Commission.
We did not agree with the Com-
mission’s classification; so we classified
the work of the ledger-keepers, in order
that those doing more importunt work
should receive salaries slightly higher
than t!e otbers. Wefizxed the maximum
salary at £200 a year, without regard to
whether the officer has been employed for
10 or 20 years so long as the work
remains at its present volume. We had
a Governent advertising officer receiving
£350 a year with expenses, which
brought up the item to £420 or £440.
We found on looking into his duties that
he was a capable man, but that there
was not sufficient work to justify oer
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paying that salary; and we are now
employing an advertising officer at £150
a year, and he is not overworked. This
is work of which I have had considerable
experience, so I speak of that which I
know. T have appuinted a tender board,
as promised last session, and it is very
successfully endeavouring to assume the
position which the House desire it to
occupy. At first great difficulty was
found in getting together a good working
* board, but now the members are getting
into harness and working efficiently. A
few days ago the secretary of the board
assured me that by ealling tenders instead
of following the customs of the past a
saving resulted of about 73 per cent. per
annum, The secretary is a very capable
mwan. When he took the position I told
him he would be employed for 12 months
on trinl, at the salary he was then
receiving. I Delieve the Commission
recommend him for an increase in salary,
but that must stand over till next year's
estimates are prepared. The Audit Office
is also under my control. As members
know, I have advertised for an Auditor
General, and have kept them informed
through the Press of all the steps I have
taken. I am assisted by a board consist-
ing of Mr. Percy, Inspector of the
Union Bank, and Mr. Andrews, of
Ford, Rhodes, and Ford. We have
examined the three local candidatesfor the
position, all of them being civil servants.
On Wednesduy next Mr. Whitton,
who examined our Audit Department,
and the Auditor General of Victoria, Mer.
Bruford, who was a member of the
Public Service Royal Commission here,
will in Melbourne examine the inter-
colonial candidates. The best of these
will be sent here to be examined by the
board I have wentivued, and the choice
will lie between him and the best local
candidate. I trust the plan adopted will
result in our getting a capable officer. I
have issued only oue instruction to the
two examiners— to select absolutely the
man they think most capable. I havenot
raised the salaries of the officers of this de-
partment, as is suggested by Mr. Whitton
in his report; but I have provided a
sum of £500, so that the new Auditor
General may select his own officers, test
them, and grade thein according to his
iden of their abilities. The annual Com-
pussionate Allowances are as usual, the
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only “final” item of importunce being
the £500 payable to Mrs. Whelan, whose
husband was killed in the magazine
explosion at Fremantle. The next de-
partment is the General Stores. T told
the House that we intended to intrust
the care of Works and Railway Stores to
the departments concerned; and we did
that I think with fairly satisfactory
results. Members will find that last
year's estimate for the Stores Department
was £12,609. By transferring the Public
Works Stores to the Works Depariment
and the Railway Stores to the Railway
Department, a saving of nearly .£3,000
has been effected. In olden times, such
material as coal was brought into the
Government Stores, unloaded from the
trucks, and when required reloaded and
sent away to the Railway Department,
tbis involving a large unnecessary ex-
penditure for labour before the material
resched its destination. None of the
officers in the Stores Department has
received an increase of salary, because
the stores remaining in charge of the
depuartment are comparatively small,
being those of the minor departments. In
Literary and Scientific Grants, the only
advance is to the Acclimatisation Com-
mittee for fish, birds, and animals —from
£400 to £600. To the Zoological Gardens
was granted last year £4,900, of which
£1,000 was for a house. This year they -
ask for a special grant fur improvementsin
the grounds, £500. The London Agency
bas given me mauach food for thought;
and 1 hope the suggestions I have to make
will be favourably received. Two ifewmns to
which I took great exception were the
ghipping charges and the Consulting
Engineer, Mr. Carruthers. The shipping
charges I found varied from £1,700 to
£2,200 a year. I desired an alteration,
but my proposal was not very favourably
received. However, as the result of a
continuous effort I got a West Austr.-
lian firm to undertake that shipping at a
maximum of £500 a year; so that we are
practically saving from £1,200 to £1,700
a yewr In shipping alone. I weat into
the question of payments of Me. Car.
ruthers, and when in the East I made
inquiries as to what was done in this
respect in South Australia, and obtained
particulars from the Public Service Board
of New South Wales also. I find thatin
four years we paid Mr. Carruthers com-
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mission amounfing to £35,706 125.—
practically £9,000 a year; and I think
the House will agree that it was nearly
time to try some less expensive arrange-
ment. Tt was said this could not be
altered; but practically three months
after commencing inquiries we came to
the cenclusion that if New South Wales
and South Australia could get the work
done more cheaply, there was no reason
why we should not follow suit. 8o two
months age I instructed the Agent-
General to give Mr. Carruthers notice
that his appointment would be terminated
ut the end of six months from that date.
Members will see provision made on the
London Agency estimates of £450 for an
engineer, That is practically £900 per
anoum ; but I do not wish to lead mem-
bers to think that the item will cost only
£900 per annum. This offiver, like Mr.
Carruthers, will probably have to employ
gupervisors; but judging by the experi-
ence of South Australia and New South
Wales, I think members have every
justification for believing thai the work
will be done for about £2,000 a year.
The new engineer will be solely in our
employment. The next department is
the Photo.Tithngraphie. At the end of
last financial year I investigated both our
printing departments; and comparing
the work dowe with the wages paid, I
found that after making liberal allow-
ances for material, eteetera, there was a
leakage in the Photo-Lithographic De-
partment of £1,000 a year. I asked for
explanation ; and after careful inves-
tigation concluded that the department
was absolutely overmanned. As a re-
gult I have practically got rid of au
sufficient nuwber of men to leave the
department unimpaired in efficiency while
. gaving a litlle more than £1,000 per
annum. In effecting such retrenchment
there is always some hardship, and some
of the officers I have had to get rid of
had been for a considerable period in the
public service. So I made it a personal
matter, and obtained for two men out of
the thres retrenched positions as drafts.
men in the Lands (ffice. where draftsmen
are badly needed. TUnfortunately, I have
so far been unable to make satisfaciory
arrangewents for the draftsman who was
in chargeof the others. DMembers know
that the Royal Comumission’s report on
this department stated, as I myself con-
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cluded afier careful enquiry, that there
was no necessity fora supervising drafts-
man in addition te a photo-lithographer.
Tast year's expenditure was £6,492, and
this year’s £5,991 ; but I thought I should
have to pay compensation to retrenched
officers amounting to £320. If, however,
I can male satisfactory arrangements for
the drafisman who was in charge, I do
not think T shall bave to pay any of that
compensation. It will be observed that I
have givean the photo-lithographer an
increase of £50 a year. I said to him:
“ We wish this office run as a business
office. Parliament will expect that if we
pay you a certain wage we shall have
certain work done, and that the work will
be charged to the various departments.
It not, I venture to say that while the
House may now agres to your increase
they will support any action the Govern.
ment may afterwards take to get rid of
you if you are not capable.” I found,
too, that there was a leakage in the
process work. We have very fine and
beautiful wmachinery, bhut not quite
enough process printing to permit of our
doing work as cheaply as it could be done
for us outside; but I think that during
the coming year we shall be able to show
a better result.  In any circumstances, it
would be a pity, for the sake of the
small saving we could effect, fo let
such first-clagss machinery lie idle—
the latest machinery so far as that is
concerned. There is another department
under me, this being the Post Office
Suvings Bank, and when I took charge
of the Treasury I found that Bank in a
very unsatisfactory positivn. Indeed the
books, as I had pointed out, had never
been balanced since it was a savings
bank. There were several other methods
pursued which I am sure would lead to
nothing but error and so forth in that
bank. TFor instance, each pass-book
carried in the front of it the signature of
the man who paid money in and drew
money out oun that signature. One can
easily understand what opportunities that
afforded for frand. When I went to the
Eastern States I put in four days at the
savings bank at Adelaide, and four duys
at the savings bank at Melbourne, mas-
tering, as far as I could, the system
there, and when I came back T got the
acting accountant, as he was then, to
introduce some of the methods of the
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Eastern States. We found some of those
methods very satisfactory, and others
not quite so satisfactory as they might
be. Then there was the question of the
manager, and 1 took the same course
with him as 1 am taking with the
Auditor General. I refused to have any
say in the appointment. One frequently
hears of Ministers getting favourites and
desiring to push them on. I called for
applications in the service and had the
applicants examined on their fitness by a
committee consisting of the Under-
Treasurer, Mr. L. A. Woolf, and Mr,
McDonald of the National Bank. After
that committee had examined them there
were practically three left, and the

who bad been acting there. I asked
these gentlemen when they had finished
their examination if they were satisfied
they had the best man obtain-
.able at the salary, and they assured
me that if I bad called for applica-
tions outside I could not have got
any more capable men than the
last three left in after the examination.
Then I was in this position, that the
metwnber for West Perth complained to
me of the faet that the Savings Bank
was not the best place we could get for
the office; in fact it was far from it. I
was served with a notice by the Board of
Health to vacate the other prewnises we
were in, and it was absolutely necessary
for me to get a place to use as a Savings
Bank, We tried everywhere, and as a
resu]t the premises they are now in were
the only ones we could obtain at the time
that were at all satisfactory; and I say
they are far from satisfactory for more
reasons than one. The manager and
myself quite recently have been trying to
see what we can do to ameliorate the
position. We recognised that owing to
the transference of work many ledgers
were absolutely falling to pieces. There
has been entailed upou the officers of this
bank a huge amount of work, and so far
as the payment for this work is concerned
we have engaged a large number of tem-
porary hands and are trying to get
through the work us quickly as possible.
It will be noticed that the salaries of
these clerks are in most instances in-
creased ; but I am not satisfied now that
I am paying up to the standard that I
should. However, I weot round to in-
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quire amoungst the bank authorities, and
one of the first inquiries I made was
what they paid their ledgerkeepers. I
do not always take banks as a standard,
because I am pretty well satisfied they
do not pay the best wages. At any rate
the salaries as they stand here will require
to stand for this year. I have asked the
manager t0 potnt out to my successor the
most capable men, and muke a recom-
mendation so that these men will get
honestly paid for good work. So far as
the Bavings Bank is concerned the ques-
tion has cropped up of what we have
to pay the Commonweslth. When I was
in the Bastern States I went carefully

| into this,and it was found that the amount
decision was given in favour of the man |

was 6s. per £100, that wonld be themoney
paid in and out. That is what the
expeunse ran into for collecting, 8o far as
the Savings Bank is concerned. I went
into the figures of the various branches
and found it would not suit us to pay the
Commonwealth 6s. to the £100; conse-
quently we have now our own agency at
Coolgardie, Xalgoorlie, Boulder, and
Fremantle. The Ficiantle agency will
be opened nlmost immediately and it will
be a distinet branch so far. It will be
away from the Post Office altogether.
When we get the books balanced I am
going to suggest, and I think this House
will agree with the suggestion, that we
should follow the attitude of Victoria
and have branches at these varions
Places, just the same as they have there,
or as a bank has, so that people will
not have to put up with a great wmount
of inconvenience. So far as withdrawals
are concerned, we have simplified that a
great deal by a system of telegraphie
messages, by which means people in the
large centres will be able to transact
their business just the same as they can -
in the city of Perth.

Mze. Jacory: You still manage
smull offices through the Post Offica ¥

Tue TREASURER: Yes; it would
never pay us to do other than that so far
as the small offices are concerned. Mem-
bers have made a large nuwber of
requests to huve savings banks opened at
branch offices throughout their consti-
tuencies. In several cases we have been
able to grant them, but in several others
the Federal Post Office have said, ** If we
are to take the savings bank work at that
place, it will necessitate emploging

the
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another hand, and we cannot afford to
do it forthe bueiness.” Iam trying to
get over the difficulty by seeing if we
cannot make a satisfactory arrangement.
Apother department is the Government
Printing Office. T madea promise to this
House last year that I would go into this
department and see what I conld do. I
bave been in the Arbitration Court and
everything else so far as this departwent
is concerned. I am going to make a
. suggestion to this Committee—I do not
know whether it will weet with their
approval or not—but I found much the
same existing in this department as in
the Photo-Lithographic Department, and
I have not been able to apply a cure. I
fourd that we paid £32,606 last year as
against work worth £28,934. I tried to
get hold of tlis leakage, and I have had
all kinds of excuses given to me,but I do
not think they have satisfied me. I said
to the manager, * Well, if I put you in
the same position as the manager of an
outside business, that is giving you the
right to employ men, paying them the
same wages and giving them the same
privileges, the same right, as people out-
side, can you run this business in a
proper way so that 1 can look upon it as
a business concern properly managed ?"”
Up till now I have not had a satisfactory
reply. There 1s one point I would like
to place before the Committee, and it is
this, that a number of thege mnen are
placed upon the fixed salary hist, and
naturally they claim to be civil servants
within the meaning of the Civil Service
Act. I may tell the Comumittee I have
gone very carefully into these privileges.
Employees under arbitration award are
entitled to three days’ leave and we give
them four; the others are entitled to the
full number of gazetted holidays, prob-
ably from 12 to 13, and a fortnight’s leave
of absence, besides which they have had
any quantity of sick pay, in some cases
the number of days amounting to 28, 25,
22, 35, and nearly all numbers during
the yeur are double figures. That is
what the privileges run into, Of course,
there are all kinds of things. For
instance, 2 man would have 281 days’
sick leave, and would still take the full
leave and his full number of general
holidays; consequently, this system has
grown to such a state of abuse that these
privileges now cost us something like
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£900 odd a year. I have gone carefully
into the question of buying these men
out, becanse at the present time, by the
award of the Arbitration Court, I have
two sets of men working different hours
with different pay ard different privi-
leges, and I am absolutely certain that
state of things cannot continue.

Mz, Tavuor: Doing the same work ?

Tue TREASURER: Doing the same
work. Men who appeal to the Arbitra-
tion Court get outside wages and outside
privileges, the outside hours being prac-
tically 48. The inside men get inside
pay, and in many instances more pay,
butl not very much more. They also get,
however, all the gazetted holidays, sick
leave, aud annual leave; the cunsequence
being that there is in that office, as there
ought to be, a feeling of unrest and dis-
satisfaction in every possible way. The
only solution that I can see is that we
ghould buy out these men so far as their
privileges are concerned, and let them
start from scratch. The Act never con-
templated that they should be brought
under the Act, but thev claim to be under
it, and so far as that is concerned they
are under it. I do not feel inclined to go
back on the decision of the Commission,
but I assert that as long as we go on
these grounds it is utterly impossible for
us to get satisfactory work performed
there. I thought of suggesting to these
men: “You have your privileges; we
will pay you on the basis on which we
puid the other men we have had to get
rid of through retrenchment, They
practically amounted to £1,600 a year.
We are prepared to do this and to pay
the wages paid outside, you working the
same hours.” If that wrrungement were
come to, the privileges, instead of
amounting to about £950 a year, would
practically amount to only £200 u year.
I hold the view, and hold it pretty
strangly, that if the Government are going
to run this concern, it should be run
on a commercial basis pure and simple.
[ also hold that even the Labour
organisations cught to admit we should,
as & Glovernment, pay only outside rates
and give outside privileges. It seems to
me that is a fair position for the Govern-
ment to take up, if we are to run these
business institutions. Otherwise, but for
the machinery in the (Fovernment Print-
ing Office, we need only keep on those
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men we need for our secret and private
work, and give the whole of the rest of
the printing outside, because it wounld
mean a 1naterial saving.

Mg. Tavror: Would this provision
apply through the whole of the Service?

Tee TREASURER: I had an idea
that one could run a number of these
things on business principles; but I am
getting disabused on various matters, so
I am not so cocksure now. ‘

Hor. F. H. Pigsee: You go in with
good intentions,

Tae TREASURER: The road to a
certain place is paved with good inten-
tions. So far us the Miscellaneous Ser-
vices are concerned, they will be explained
as we come to them. Ancther thing I
tried to do was the grading of munici-
palities. I do not know whether the
result is satisfuctory, but the matter can
be discussed when we come to it.

Me. Morax: Surely we are not going
to discuss it this year?

Ter TREASURER: I think a
~ majority of the municipalities would only
be too glad o have my proposal carried
into effect straightway. Ouly one munici-
pality is raising the slightest objection,
and I think members know the feeling
of their municipalities right through
from beginning to end. I promised
to grade the municipalities, and be it
good, bad, or indifferent it is another
promise I have fulfilled. There was
another guestion of recreation reserves.
I am given to understand that the mem-
ber for Mount Margaret and the member
for the Swan have something to say
about this. When these grants were
being made 1 said: “ Well; if we are
going to give grants for this, it is a fair
thing every place should have a grant;
and it is not within the province of a
Minister to say what place should or
what place should not bave a grant,” I
could not find any system to apply; so I
went to practically every member and put
the question to wembers, leaving it to
each mewmber’s honour as to what he
thought was a fair thing. As a result, T
found that the collection of requests
wade by members practically took out
the vote, so I think it was pot a had
scheme. Ouve thing I have not done,
and about which I feel sorry, was the
promise I made to bring in a Fire
Brigades Bill. 8o far as I am concerned
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I have acted perfectly straightforwardly
about it. I got all the particalars and
sent them down, but at the last moment
I found that the Water and Sewerage
Bill might have to stand by for my Bill
All that I could do, therefore, was to
prepare the way for my successor to bring
in a Bill next year to put the fire brigades
subsidy on a proper basis., I thank the
House for listening to me so attentively ;
and [ will be only too glud to give any
farther information, When I first went
into the Treasury I used to think this
item ‘' miscellaneous” would be con-
trolled by me, but I found that evervbody
else controlled it. Therefore, so far us
this item is concerned, my colleagues
may be able to give better information
than T can.

[General discussion on administration
ensued. ]

Me. MORAN was glad the Treasurer
bad paid some little attention to the
mystic department known as the London
Agency. The idea seemed to prevail
that this was a sort of fanciful depart-
ment, where men who had attained
political prominence might be sent to
enjoy a holiday; but if there was one
depaurtment that ought to be well filled
it was this department. In ihe past
more attention was paid to orma-
menting it. The history of Australia
showed that the rugged, unconventional,
hard-working man did better in the
position of Agent General than any other
class of man. Mr, Reeves, who filled the
position with great advantage to New
Zealand, had done much to enlighten the
old country apon the true spirit of democ-
racy in the southern lands. Mr. Cope-
land, a rugged, forcible Australian, had
filled the position of Agent General for
New South Wales very well ; and a recent
Agent General for South Australia, Mr.
Playford, with his rugged personality did
all the work of advertising South Aus.
tralia in England by placing her com-
modities before the people of the old
country so that South Australia reaped
great advantage.

Tae Treasvrer: Mr. Playford gave
us a great deal of information with regard
to the engineer.

Me. MORAN: These were the men
whose personalities became noticed in
England, and who pointed cut that Aus-
tralian legislation did not endanger
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investment in Australia, and that with
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all our democratic legislation material -

progress was not neglected. Mr. Reeves
had placed before the old country the
fuet that New Zealand’s prosperity had
been brought about by the liberal party.

Tue Treasvrer: Mr. Reeves was a
marvellously able literary man as well.

Me. MORAN: As the result of that
gentleman's efforts New Zealand was
now looked upon as being one of the best
gems in the Imperia]l Crown. Western
Australia could hold her own against the
world in showing her material advantages
to the old country; but judging by the
ahsurd ideas held in the Eastern States
with regard to this State, we could well
imagine how little was known of Western
Australia in the old country. It was
desirable that we should bave imwigrants,
men with money who must be shown that
they had better opportunities here than
in Canada. We must tell the sturdy men
with little capital that we would take
them in hand, place them on the land,
show them its advantages, and advance
them money. The action of the Treas-
urer should bear good fruit. Ome was
astounded that £35,000 was paid to ouve
man for the ordinary business transaction
of passing a handful of goods for Western
Australia wade by engineering firms of
the highest repute.

TrE TrEAsURER: The expenditure on
the item was £8197 in 1898-1899,
£4,882 in the year 1899-1900, £12,657
in the year 1901-1902, .£9,206 in 1902-
1903.

Me. MORAN: If anyone told him it
bad cost £35,000 to watch the splendid
firms in Bogland, of which we heard so
much, to see that they did not rob
this State, then it was a mistake. It
should not cost such a large amount of
money. It was now costing us, accord-
ing to the Treasurer, how much ?

Tee TreEssvkea: It was costing
£2,000 a year. It had cost New South
‘Wales about £3,000, and that couniry
was getting out a very large quantity of
goods. It cost South Australia, under
Mr. Oswald Brown, with the same
arrangements, £5,600 a year.

Mg. MORAN: No matter how much
it had cost, there was something wrong
when £35,000 was paid away. There

bhad been an uneasy suspicion for years .
that other commissions were paid. For -
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£2,000 we could in England secure a
man or two who would do the work well,
A suitable man for the work might not
be able to be obtained in Western Aus.
tralia. This was not a country in which
to find mechanical engineers ripe enough
for such work, but in the old country
there were numbers of these men, and no
doubt the Treasurer would he able to
find an honourable wan to do the work.
Tee TreasorekR: The object in
gutting an Australian was that be would
have a knowledge of local surroundings.
Me. MORAN : That would be of no
use to him in passing the quality of an
article. It might be useful to him in
saying what pattern of article was best .
for Australia, but in the composition of
an article, the building of pipes, the
manufacture of rolling-stock ind loed-
motives, it would be necessar; to havean
expert mechanical engineer who would
know the processes of manufacture. One
presumed the man appointed would
have an assistant, s>meone who bhad
gone through the process of manu-
facture of such articles, but that such
a wan could be found in England
for several hundreds a year was un-
doubted. England was full of men
of that class and the appointment
would ultimately lead to a bigger position
in Australia. A mapn who could get in
touch with a State like this had every-
thing to gain, The Treasurer was un-
wittingly a great slave-driver in connec-
tion with the officers of the Savings
Bank, and there was an uneasy feeling
that the geontleman at the head of that
department was a bit of a nigger-driver
too. There was a deal of dissatisfaction
on the part of the officers with the head
of the Savings Bank. He worked his
officers too hard. What the qualifica-
tious of this officer were be (Br. Moran)

- did not know. The most under-paid and

over-worked men to-day in the service
were the officers of the Government
Savings Bank. The time they worked
was appalling, and they were working in
premises which were not fit to work in at
all. The Treasurer knew that he was
missing a ot of valuable service through
sick leave.

Tue TrEssurER: Au effort was being
made to get the Assembly building.

Mz. MORAN : It would make a good
banking chamber. The time had come
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in this State to house the Government
institutions under one roof. Touching
the matter of compassionate allowances
he bad s wmotion on the Notice Paper
dealing with Mrs. Wa,ugh, the wietim of
a great misfortune in this town, He was

sorry he had not had an opportunity of :

bringing the case of thia lady before the
House. It was the most unfortunate

case ever heard of. A respectable woman,

the mother of a family, was dragged up
and accused of a dreadful crime under a
case of mistaken identits. She was taken
up one night and put into a cell with
drunks, under the opinion that she was a
Mrs. Lever. Mrs. Waugh had two sons

. in the publie service, and it wae a shock-
ing thing to occur, but perbaps the
matter could not be helped. The police
officers in following a clue of this kind
were to be commended, but this unforiu-
nate woman bad not received redress or
the sympathy of the House. She had
not even had her expenses paid. This
was a case in which an allowance should
be rnade. It was a shocking affair, and
it was to be regretted that it bhad oc-
curred without baving been taken notice
of by the Grovernment. A similar occur-
rence might have taken place in connection
with any other woman in Perth. Tmagine
the feelings of this unfortunate woman.
The Government should show their sgym-
pathy with the mistake which had been
made and give this woman a douceur of
some sort,

TaE TrREAsURER promised to give atten-
tion to the matter.

M=z. MORAN : Touching the Printing
Department, he sympathised with the
Treasurer to some degree, but one could
go too far in pursuning commercial prin-
ciples in dealing with public depart-
ments. How could one assess the com-
mercial services of any department, say a

warden or the police? Something was -

due for confidential work and fidelity in
cases of this kind. If it was not too
much, we should not scruple.
ing Department had to work at all
seasons and at all times. There was
confidential work to do, and more impor-
tant duties than any private firm was
called on to perform. If the Notice
Paper was pot here ready or Bills were not
printed promptly, what happened? The
work done at the Printing Department
was high class. There was a margin of

The Print- |

[ASSEMBLY.]

Treasury Vote.

£3,000 now on a commercial basis. The
conunereial principle was a very commend-
able one on the part of the Treasurer; it
was a very fine idea; but there might be
times when allowances should be made
for special service of a confidential
nature given to the State. He did not
intend to refer to Miscellaneons Services.
This was a standing dish for members.
He had listened with pleasure to the
explanation of the Treusurer, and as far
as he was concerned he had nothing more
1o say on these Estimates.

Hon. F. H. PTESSE: It was pleasing
to hear the remarks of the Treasurer,
which showed an intense desire on his
part to do his duty iv the best interests
of the State. He (Mr. Piesse) uander-
stood the difficulty which Minmisters had
to contend with, and efforts had been
made by Ministers in days gone by to do
their duty. Sowe had succeeded and some
bad not. With regard to the commission
paid to Mr. Carruthers, members should
not lose sight of the fact that the com-
mission was paid at the time when the
buginess of the State was very great.
We were dealing with the Coolgardie
Water Scheme, and if the Treasurer
would refer to the files of 1897 and
1898 he would fiod that he (Mr. Piesse)
took great exception to the high com-
mission paid, and proposed that some
similar arrangement to that now sug-
gested should be brought about which
would effect a great saving ; but there
was a difficulty in securing an officer who
would do this work as well perhaps as
it had been done, because it needed a
great deal of supervigion, and a pgreat
deul could be lost to the State on imperfect
supervision. A salary of £900 a year
seemed sufficient, but when oune took
into consideration the fact that business
people doing mnothing like the work the
State did paid larger sums, the amount
did not seem to be very great. If the
Treasurer was able to select a good
officer the difficulty might be overcome,
but it was not easy to get a class of man
to deal with the affairs of a country in
regard to our requirements.  There was
less necessity for as much supervision
now ag in the past, because the Govern-
ment were calling for tenders in the
State for all that could be done here,
and they were practically buying goods
through large mercantile firms, That
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did away with a great deal of the
necessity for supervision. The amouunt
which bad been paid, £35,000, was a
large sum, but the business transacted
was great. Mr. Carruthers bad to send an
officer to America, and the expenses of
that officer were charged in the amount
for commission. The commission paid
was pot greater than that usually paid
by business houses, but the conditions
under which it was paid were different.
He (Mr. Piesse) took a great deal of
interest in this work, as he felt the
commission was too great. He hoped
the inmovation the Government were
introducing would be snccessful.

Me. Picorr: How was the commission
paid ¥

How. F. H. PIESSE: It was paid on
a sliding scale. The amount for the
Coolgardie Water Scheme plates was two
per cent.

Me. Praorr: What about the secret
commigssion ?

Hon. F. H. PIESSE: Was it proved
that secret commission was paid? He
believed that Mr. Carruthers was ahpve
taking a secret commission. He was a
man of high repute, and was recognised
by both New Zealand and this State as
being above commigsiona of that sort.
Mr. Carruthers was also spoken bighly of
by the late Engineer-in-Chief. It was to
be hoped that a better arrangement would
be made under the proposal of the
Government.

Vote put and passed.

Audit, £7,661—agreed to.
£737—

Compassionate  allowances,

agreed to.

General Stores Department, £2,472 17s.
11d.—agreed to. .

Literary and Scientific Grants, £14,150:

Ttem — Mechanies’ Institutes, ele.,

£2,000:

Me. WALLACE: Would this sum be
distributed as before ?

Tee TREASURER : The old sysiem
was not very good, some bodies receiving
larger grants than others. The total was
reduced because arrangements had been
made for the Public Library to lend books
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to such institutions. The cost of this

would probably amount to £250.
Vote passed.

London Agency, £4,868—agreed to.
Photo.- Lithographic, £5,991 —agreed to.

Post Office Savings Bank, £9,625 8s.
4d.—agreed to.

Printing, £81,438 0s. 4d. :

Mgr. JACOBY : The Treasurer invited
the co-operation of members so as to put
this departiment on abusiness-like fouting.
Something should be done to stop a
leakage of wbout £3,600 a year. The
Treasurer said some wages compositors
had from 12 to 15 days’ gazetted holidays
with 14 days’ annual leave and fuil pay
when on sick leave, the cost of these privi-
leges averaging £28 to £35 per man.

Tae T'rREASURER : No; a total of £961
last year.

Mr. JACOBY : Why was the autho-
vity of the House needed in order to
make necessary reductions ¥

TreE TrEasurer: If the drastic step
were taken of dismissing men on the fixed
list, some £1,600, or a little wore than
two years' purchase, must be paid as
compensation.

M=r. JACOBY: Confidential printers
must, of. course, be treated as a special
gtaff; but as regarded other men the
Treasurer should be assisted to put the
department on a commercial footing.

Tre Treasvrer: The Commission
recommended a reduction of about £600
a year in the office.

Mzr. JACOBY : Reductions eould be
made vear the top as well as in the wages
gtaff. What need for a Government
Printer, an assistant Government Printer,
and a superintendent? The duties of
these officers 1wust overlap, and one might
be dispensed with.

Tre TrEASURER: Retrenchment was
under consideration.

Me. Corrvor: Better report progress.

Me. WALLACE: The Treasurers
desire for economy had led to coniusion,
against which he (Mr. Wallace) protested.
Throughout the session the supply of
Bills had been short. The other night
only three copies of an amended Bill
were available. This was a penny-wise-
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and-pound-foolish policy. The Estimates
were in a state of chaos, two sets being
provided, one wrong and the other
incorrect. The Treasurer should consider
whether it was wise to get Parliamentary
printing doune outside or the other print-
ing done outside, The Hansard staff had
been instructed to exercise discretion asto
what portionsof members’ speeches should
be reported. Tt was no use members
appealing to Hansard, for Hansard
decided what to print and what not to
print. This was a result of the determi-
nation of the Government to effect
economies in every department. Probably
most members would join with him in
saying they would vrather not have
Hansard printed. At times references
to it had awkward results. But let us
have the work done properly or not at all,
If it were a question of the abolition of
Hunsard, he (Mr. Wallace) would employ
a man to report his own speeches, and
then what he said would be reported.
Notwithstanding the kindness of Press
and Hansard reporters in editing his
speeches, if he could abolish both he
would do so. He would employ one to
report his own words. Then we could
see on reference to member’s speeches
what they said.

Tar TrEasurer: The hon. member
might have discussed this when we were
on the item * Hansard staff.”

Me. WALLACE: Things were a bit
rushed at the beginning. In regard to
printing, after the admission of the
Treasurer, it was evident the hon. gentle-
man had not brought about the reorgani-
sation he had boped to achieve. We
had been enduring all this confusion
during the last two or three sessions.
We had several times been short of Bills,
and even now probably there were not
half-a-dozen spare copies about the
House; and as to Estimates he believed
every member was limited to one copy.
This economy by the Treasurer might
have a bad result, and he knew the hon.
gentleman had been urged to this economy
by the Premier.

Tre TREASURER : Whilst perfectly
willing to tear his. own faults, he had
not a word to say as to what Bills or
number of Bills and what documents
should come down to the Honse. He
did, he believed, make a suggestion that
a number of people were geiting too
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many copiee ; but the lute Speaker drew
his attention to the fact that he (the
Minister) bad nothing whatever to do
with what printed matter should be
brought to the House, that the Speaker
controlled the whole of the printing for
this House, and that though he (the
Treasurer) was the nominal head of ihe
Printing Department this had nothing
whatever to do with him.

Me. WarLace: The Premier could
not say that, because he gave instructions
about Hansard.

THE Premier: No instructions had
been given hy him about Hansard.

Tae TREASURER: The hon. mem-
ber suggested the giving out of certain
work, but there was this diffienlty, that
so far as regarded the Printing Office he
could not get any local expert here,
because they were abxious to get work
outside ; coosequently so far as that
object was concerned the question reaily
had been that of outside wages and out-
side privileges, or inside wages and inside
privileges. The Arbitration Court set.
tled one case, and the point he (the
Minister) put before the House was
whether we ought not to bave all the
employees on the same basis.

Mr. CONNOR wmust record his opinion
that the Hansard staff here consisted of
an excellent lot of gentlemen, and that
their work was well done. He must also
express his appreciation of the Press, for
the reporters very rarely made mistakes
in regard to some members, because they
did not report those members at all.

Mr. GORDON : The Treasurer ad-
initted there was a good deal of dissatis-
faction in the Printing Department, and
he attributed it to the fact that some
were inside men and some outside men,
inside men being under the Civil Service
Act. The remedy for this was to give
the men under the Civil Service Act
three months’ nofice 0 leave. and let
them go or stay ou. Still, they should
be fairly dealt with, and if they were
under the Act they were entitled to be
treated accordingly.

Ttem —Extra labour, £8,500 :

Me. CONNOR asked for informa-
tion.

Tue TREASURER: The amount
down last year was £10,000, of which
£9,572 was spent. The amount down



Annual Estimates:

this year was £8,500.
thought, 120 men.
Vote put and passed.

Miscellaneous Services, £128,587 14s.:

Item— Cottage-by-the-SeaConvalescent
Home, £ for £ townrds upkeep, £250:

Ms. WALLACE : Had the Govern-
ment entered into an obligation to make
this vote a perpetual one ?

Tae Premicr: No.

Mz. WALLACE : This would be the
last vote ?

Tee Premiee: Not necessarily the
last ; it had to come before Parliameni
every year.

Mr. WALLACE: It was not vight
that we should be asked to pass voles of
this sort. We had at Cottesloe a con-
valescent home and be did not remember
seeing on the Estimates a vote in nid of
tbat. He was told that the convalescent
home at Cottesloe was run on almost
strictly husiness lines by several resi-
dents in that locality and Perth. We
found a lot of ladies, belonging to the
W.C.T.U. probably, banding together to
start an institution of this sort—the
Cottage-hy-the-Sea Convalescent Home,
Sailors’ Home, or something c<lse—and
they went away and left on the State the
obligation of carrying on those institu-
tions. We had on the list now a number
of institutions. It would be better if
these people were made to understand
that. these institutions were to be self-
supporting. We could not call them
self-supporting by giving these grants.

There were, he

He moved that the item be struck

out,

Tur TREASURER: This institution
received a pound for pound subsidy,
which showed that some people were
raising subscriptions, and were satisfied
the institution had a good object. Cer-
tainly it relieved the State to some extent.
The vote was £500 last year; but this
year it was £250.

Me. Tavcor: Did the institution
receive pound for pound on the actual
money raised ?

Tae Premier: Yes.

Amendment npegatived and the item
passed.

Item —Boulder,
women, £100:

home for friendless

{18 Deceuser, 1903.]
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. Mz, CONNOR: Did the Premier
intend the sitting to go on all night? If
g0 there would be trouble,

Tae PreMIER would accept the trouble.
He could not let two or three members
control the House.

Me. CONNOR: The Premier had
oot been in the Chamber very long
during the evening, and only came in
and tried to disturb it. What was this
item for ?

Tae TREASURER: This was a
subsidy to a Home for Women at
Boulder. The W.0.T.U. had raised a
good deal of money for the home, and
this subsidy was the outcome of & promise
made by the late Mr. Leake when he was
at Boulder.

Mz. Coxwor did not object to the
vote, but wanted to know to whom the
money was to be paid.

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
ladies of the W.C.T.U. in the first place
found a lot of momey to erect the
premises before appealing for assistance,
They had worked hard and long, and
had made considerable sacrifices to raise
the funds for the institution, and very
encouraging reports of the work they
were deing wers raceived,

Item-—Shortage in cash account, late
Land Agent, York, £2 8s.:

Ms. WALLACE: Would the Treagurer
explain the shortage of cash in the police
account, Cue, amounting to £43 11s. 8d. ?
There scemed to be nothing to recoup
the difference between the total amount
and the amount already paid back last
year.

Tue TREASURER: The total defici-
ency had not been arrived at previously,
but now the matter was closed.

Item—Glasgow Exhibition, £100 :

Mr WALLACE: Was there any in-
tention to be represented at the St. Louis
Bxhibition ?

Tae Previer: No.

Vote put and passed.

Government Stores (Do items under this
head). :

These completed the votes for the
department.

CoLONIAL SECEETARY'S DEPARTMENT
(Hon. Walter Kingsmill, Minister).
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Postponed vote—Education, £136,230: |
[11-20 o'clock; Mg. FourLkes in the

Chair.]

Me. PIGOTT moved that progress be

reported.

Motion put, and a division taken with

the following result :—

Ayes 8
Noes 19
Majority against 11
AYES. Nozs.
Mr, Atkins Mr, Bath
Mr. Connor Mr. Burges
Mr. Jacohy Mr. Daglish
Mr. Morun Mr. Dinmoad
Mr. Pigott Mr, Ewing
Mr. Taylor Mr. Ferguson
Me. Yelverton Mr, Gardiner
Mr, Thomas (Teller}, Mr. Gordon
Mr. Gregory
Mr. Hagtie
Mr. Hoyward
Mr. Holues
Mr. Hopking
Mr. James
Mr. (ats
Mr. Rason
Mr. Wallace
Mr. Walter
Mr. Higham (Tailer).

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. PIGOTT: The Opposition had
been accused of obstruction. [TaE
Premier: Hear, hear.] Last night the
Opposition allowed a Bill to pass tbrough
without criticism, which was unknown in
the history of any Parliament, and this
was all the thanks we got. This evening
there was an item before the Committee
which might have been debated for 24
hours, and at his (Mr. Pigott’s) sugges-
tion it was postponed. This again wus
the return we got.

M=z. MORAN asked for information as
to 1the working of the technical school,

Tae Premier; That would be given
when dealing with the vote * Technical
Education.”

Mg MORAN: The Premier was rather
unfair in his remarks to-night on
secondary education. He (Mr. Moran)
now drew attention to the state of the
House.

Tee CHATIRMAN : The late Speaker
had decided, following the House of Com-
mous practice, that if he was satisfied the
number of members in the precinets of
the House was sufficient, he would not
take notice of a statement that a quorum
was not present. A few minutes ago a
division showed 8 Ayes and 19 Noes;
{.herefore it was unnecessary to ring the
bells,

Colonial Secretary.

Me. MORAN: The rule and the cus-
tom was that the discretion of the Chair
should not be exzercised until attention
had been repeatedly culled to the absence
of & quorum. The Education De-
partments of the Eastern States had
suffered like otber departmments from re-
trenchment, proving that though those
States had not initiated secondary educa-
tion the burden of primary eduocation

- alone was too heavy; for extravagance in

e —— ——— e — — -

other departments there made it necessary
to starve the Hducation Ilepartmnent,
especially by eutting down to miserable
pittances the salaries of country teachers.
In this Btate the Premier would have
been wiser bad he put before the electors
his secondary education proposals, ob-
tained their opivion, and then passed
a resolution or Dbrought in an en-
abling Bill to establish secondary schools
in different parts of the country.
He did not aeree with the Premier that
it was the duty of the State to take a
child from the kindergarten to the
aniversity. If we were to have a
university in Perth large enough to
acrombodate all the State children of
Western Australia, the premises would
cover about ten acres. Surely we could
not propose to bring all the children of
the State to Perth for secondary educa-
tion ; therefore it would bLe necessary to
build secondary schools w other places.
What would it cost to establish a system
of secondary education in all parts of the
State ¥ He wuch regretted the Govern-
ment should see fit, after what Lad - been
done in the last three days, to rush these
Estimates on as they had been doing to-
night. He had only spoken three times
in the last thres days, and never for
longer than ten minutes; and he adopted
this course with the specific idea of
helping the Government through before
Christmas. The Government might, he
thought, have postponed the considera-
tion of this vote until Monday. He did
uot think the report to the Minister for
Education had been read. [Extracts
read at length from annual Report of
Education Department, the member
maling occasional coutments ]  There
had been an invrease of 2,217 in' the
number receiving primary education, and
he thought the cost per head was about
£4 odd, so there was an increase in the
~rdinary annual charge of about £10,000,
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He supposed that was without buildings
and other services. The report said
“This is a larger increase than in the
previous year.” If there was u larger
increase last year than the year before, it
mennt that next year there would be a
larger increase than there had been this
year, thus again increasing the charges
on the revenne. He did not want us to
come to the stage in Weslern Australia
when it would be incumbent upon the
Treasurer to report to Parliament that
he would have to do 28 had been
done Dby Treasurers in the KEastern
States, eut down tu - starvation point the
primary education vote in this State,
[Reading continued.] That the daily
attendance amounted to 18,500 out of a
total of 23,000 children on the rolls spoke
volumes for the enthnsiasm of the parents
in Western Australia in taking advantage
of the opportunities offered for educating
their children. [Reading continued. ]
The ordinary natural standard of inctease
would go on steadily while our prosperity
lasted. It was during the December
months that the attendance showed a
decrease, because in the agricultural dis-
tricts children wére engaged in harvesting,
and because many parents took their
children to the Eastern States. Onewas
glad to know, however, that the employ-
ment of young children in harvesting in
this' State was decreasing, and that the
conditions of the metropolis and coastal
towns were being improved so that parents
need not now take their children out of
the State at Christmas. The Metropolitan
‘Water Supply and Sewerage Bill, which
the Opposition had helped to pass through,
would improve the conditions of the city.
[Keading continued.] There were 2,205
hired or temporary schuols. What were
these temporary premises, and when
would they be got rid of ¢

TuaE TrEASURER: They would .bu re-
placed by permanent schools,

Mr. MORAN: That was not sutticient
information.

Tur TreEssurer: Fuller information
could not be supplied immediately.

(12 o'clock midnight.]

Mr. MORAN: Although the Govern-
ment were trving to force tliese items
through the Commiitee nu Minister
kuew anything about this item. [Read-
ing continued.] As far as most of the
buildings in Western Australia were con-

[18 DrcemBER, 1903.]
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cerned, it was true they were substantial,
but there were buildings in the country
which were not comfortable or a pleasure
to work in. [Reading rontinued.] ‘

POINT OF ORDER—EULING.

M=r. Preorr: A quorum should be
present.

Tre Cuarrman: Attention was called
to the State of the House ten minutes

" ago.

an. Moran: But no notice was taken
of it.

Tee Crareman: No;
propased to do so,

Mg. Morax: Not at all to-night ¥

Mgz. Pieort moved that the ruling of
the Chairman be not agreed to.

[Bells rung.]

Mg. Moran: There was no occasion
for an appeal now, for the Chairman
having called for a quorum, the point
would not now lie.

Tre SPEAKER (after the Chairman
had stated the case): I do not think any
ruling has been given, so far as I know,
that it is within the discretion of the
Chairman to refuse to call for a quorum
unless it has been indicated by the
Speaker previously. On this oceasion the
correct procedure would have been to
have acquainted the Speaker, and if he
thought there was any indication of
obstruective tactics it would have been for
him to say so. The initiative should have
been from the Speaker, not the Chair-
man,

it |was not

DISCUSBION RESUMED.

Tueg CuaiRman: The member for
Wesat Perth could proceed. There was a
quorum present.

Mr. MORAN: When interrupted, he
was reading the second paragraph of the
Education Report. [Reading continued. ]
The increase in buildings was a very good
one. The re-opening of 20 schools during
the yeur was not bad. The hulk of the
new schools he presumed would be on the
goldfields where the big increase of settle-
ment was taking place.  Permancnt
school buildings should not be erected
on tempovary goldfields.

"Me. Pigorr called attention to the
state of the House.

DIRECTION A8 TO A QUORUM.

Tue SPEAKER (baving been called
in) said: A quorum is now present. As
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there is certainly a quorum on the pre-
mises, the Chairman is not now obliged
to call the Speaker's attention to ihe
absence of a quorum in the Chamber, as
attention is being drawn to the absence
of a quoruw for the purpose of delaying
business.

DISCUSSION RESUMED.
Mr. MORAN (coniinuing to read from
the Report, with occasional comments) :
What would happen to the Education
vote if the Federal Parliament decided
to rob us of £400,000 a year of customs
revenue ? The general civil service and
education officers in particular must feel
the pruning-knife. [Reading continued.]
In schools ventilation was not everything
if it consisted in admitting hot desert
air. Witness the ventilation in Kalgoorlie
during the recent cyclone. Insufficient
attention was paid to the comfort of the
children, as well as to this important
vote. He moved that the Chairman do
leave the Chair.
Motion put, and a division taken with
the folowing resulf:—

Ayes . . 8
Noes ... 19
Maujority against A |
ATES, Noes.
Mr. Atkins Mr. Bath
Mr. Connor Myr. Burges
Mr. Jacoby Mr. Dagligh
Mr. Moran Mr. Dismond
Mr. Pigott Mr. Ewing
Mr. Taylor Mr. Ferguson
Mr. Thomuas Mr. G er
Mr. Yelverton (Teller). Mr. Gordon
Mr. Gregory
Mr, Hastie
Mr. Hoyward
Mr. Holmes
Mr. Hopkins
Mr. James
Mr. Quts
Mr. Rason
Mr, Wallace
+ Mr, Walter

! Mr. Higham (Teiler).
Motion thus negatived.

MUTION FOR CLOSURE.

Tae PREMIER: I move—

That the question be now put.

Mg. Troxmas: What question ?

Tae Premies: The question of the
whole vote.

Severar MemBers: Chair! Chair!

Tue CEalrMAN: The motion is that
the House do now divide.

Mgr. TroMas: What on, sir?

Tut Caaeman: The subject for dis-
cussion is the Education vote, according

[ASSEMBLY.)

Motion for Closure,

to the records of the House, £136,230.
Since then a motion has been tabled
“That the House do now divide.”

Me. ConnNor: Is this aeny particular
item ?

Tre Cuareuman: The subject for dis-
cussion was the vote for education. I
am dealing with the whole vote.

Mg. Cownor : You cannot do that.

Tae PreEMmier: Chair!

Tueg Caareman: According to the
records of the House, the question is
whether this vote on “Education,
£136,230,” shall be passed.

Mrg. TrOMAS : [ protest, sir.

M=u. Coxrvor: I would be delighted to
disruss it.

Tae PrEMIER: There cannot be any
discussion,

Tae CeairmMan: There cannot be any
discussion.

Mzr. Cowwor: I think there iz too
mwuch heat in this discussion. In my
opinton it would be against all——

Tue CratrMan: Under the Standing
Orders no discussion can take place on
a wmotion “That the House do now
divide.” .

Mz. Taomas: Do we take the whole
thing en bloc ?

Tae Cnatrman: I bave nothing to do
with that.

Me. P1aotT : [ want your ruling direct.
I am not going to question it in any way ;
I do not wish to throw any disrespect on
the Chair; but I want to know whether,
if you put the question as you are putting
it now, that will prevent debate on any
particular item of the Eduecation vote.
Thatis all T want to know.

TraE CHatRMAN : As I have said before,
the question we have had under discus-
gion 18 the vote for Education, £136,230.
The mewmber for East Perth has proposed
a motion “ That the House do now
divide.” Standing Order 161 says, “The
House shall vote on the question before
it without farther debate or amendment.”
If this is carried—of course I do not
know whether it will be carricd—perbaps
the bon. member will adjourn his ques-
tion till we know whether this motion
will be carried ?

an. Prsorr: I would like the opinion
0 —_—

Tur Preumier: The whole vote will be

carried, then.



Annual Estimales.

Mg. Proorr: I think ny question can
fairly be asked. 1 ask you, sir, in the

most courteous manner possible, if you

will give me your advice in this matter.
I just simply want your ruling about
this question. I wish to know whether,
if this motion is put now and carried,
that will prevent any future discussion
of these items? I would like to point
out to you that none of these items has
yet been discussed by the Committee.

Member: One.

Mr. THOoMAs: Not one.

THE CHareMaw: If this motion is
carried, no discussion can take place
upon the whole vote or any particular
item.

Me. Tromas: That is a most unheard
of procedure.

THe Crairman: Order! order!

Me. Connor: Then what is the good
of putting the items on the Estimates
for discussion ?

TuE PrEMIER : Please, put the motion.
It cannot be debated.

Mxr. Taomas: I enter my protest
against it in the most emphatic language.
1 will not have it.

THE CHateman : The question is that
the House do now divide.

Me. Conwor:. Before yon put that—1I
think the houn. member fur East Perth
ought to be quiet—I want to disagree
with your ruling.

Tre Cyatrywan: On what point ?

Me. Convor: On the point that we
cannot discuss any item, and T would ask
the House to decide that.

Motion (that the question be now put)
put, and passed on the voices.

Mr. TrOMAB : Divide!

Tue Peemrer: Ouly one vuice.

Mr. TROMAs : There was another voice
(indicating Mr. Pigott) for No. My
voice was so much stronger that it
drowned his. (To the Premier:) Don't
start that game. Do you think ¥ will
allow anything of the sort to go on in this
country ¥ I will not allow it.

Tre Premigr: Quite right.
vou allow it.

Me. Tuonas: I willuntallowit. Tam
absolutely disgusted with the Premier.
[Interjection by the PreMier.] Whaty
I will give you “ what™ directly. If you

Don't

start on this sort of business we will soon

(18 Decemper, 1908.]

. thickest thing T bave ever known.
* Premier will be ashamed

Motion for Closure. 2983

see where you are. We do not waut the
New South Wales style here; but if it is
necessary we will have it. This is the
The
to-morrow
morning.

Mz. Morax: It is no use. It isthe
first time a vote has been taken en bloein
this Chamber; but the country will be
able to judge. They are the wmasters of
the situation.

Division taken with the following
result :—

Ayes .. 16
Noes 9
Majority for ... e 7
ATES. | Noes.
Mr. Borges 1 Mr. Connor
My, Dinmond My. Daglish
Mr. Ewing Mr. Jacoby
» Mr. Ferguson Mr. Moran
Mr. Gordiner Mr, Pigott
3r. Gordon Mr. Taylor
My, Gregory Mr, 1 homas
Mr, Hayward Mr. Yelverton
Mr. Holmes Mr. Atkins (Tellor).
Mr. Hopkins
Mr, Jomes
Mr, Oots
_Mr, Ragon
Mr. Wallace
Mr. Walter
Mr. Higham {Tellor).

Motion thus passed that the question
be now put.

Mr. Toomas : Now what are we going
to do? Are we going to put the Esti-
mates en bloc?

Tue PremMieEr : I must ask the Chair-
mnn to take notice of the conduct of the
memVer for Duudas, if he continues
in it.

MRg.THOoMAS: If the Premier continnes,
T must ask that his words be taken dowa.
I am entitled to have that done. 1 will
take the same privileges as the Premier.

Tee TREASURER: We have stood a
good deal from the hon. member.

Me. THomas: We have stood u jolly
sight more from the Premier,

Mr. Jacosy: The Treasurer should
not pour kerosene on the fire.

Question (that the Educstion vote,
£136,230, do stand as printed) put, and
a division taken with the following
result :—

Ayes - 17
Noes . g
Majority for 9
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AxEs, NoEs.,

Mr. Burqle:}l Mr, Connor

Mr, Dagli Mr. Jacoby

Mr. Diamond Mr. Moran

Mr. Ewing Mr. Pigott

BMr. Perguson Mr. Taylor

Mr. Gardiner Mr, Thomas

Mr. Gordon Mr. Yelverton

Mr. Gregory Mr. Atkins (Teller).

Mr. Haywnrd

Mr. Holmes

Mr. Hopkins

Mr. Joanes

Mr, Oots

Mr. Roson

Mr, Wallace

Mr, Walter

Mr. Higham (Toller).

Vote thus passed.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Members Protesting.

(overnment are so anxious to prevent
any discussion whatever on the Estimates.

. There can be no other complexion put on

this matter, for there can be mo reason

i whatever for the action of theGovernment,
, except this one reason I bave stated. The
* netion of the Opposition this evening in

This completed the votes for the -

Colonial Secretary’s Department.
[12-40 o’clock, a.m.]

CONTENTION ON MINES ESTIMATES.

Mives DepartMeNT (Hon. H. Gregory,
Minister).

lch)t,e—Mines Generally, £31,324 8s:

Mgr. PIGOTT rose to speak.

Severan MemBeErs: Let the Minister
speak. .

Me. PIGOTT : I understand the Min-
ister does not wish to speak.

Tre MivisTer FoR MinNms: Go ahead.

Mr. MORAN: I wove that the ques-
tion be now put.

Mg. PIGOIT: Can that motion be
taken? T had the floor.

Mr, Morax: That being the case, I
withdraw my motion.

Mur. PIGOTT: I ask that my words be
taken down.

Me. THOMAS: I move that the bon.
memher's words he taken down. I have
= right to do so.

Tre MintsTER FoR LaNDs: The hon.
member can ask that they be taken
down,

Mr. THOMAS: Well, T ask that the
words of the leader of the Opposition be
taken down.

Mz, PIGOTT : The Premier need not
he afraid. There will be nothing offensive
in what 1 say. The public, as well as the
Committee, will understand the action of
the Government during the last two
hours in this Commitiee when they
know that the Education vote was put
through en bloc and that the Mines vole
is also to be put through en bloe.

When -

we consider what has taken place in our

Law Courts within the last few days, we
can thoroughly understand why it is the

regard to the Estimates, just ag it will be
in regard to the Mines Estimates, has been
one of ordivary criticism, with the full
intention of assisting the Government
to pass the Estimates; and the Minister
for Works and the Treasurer I am certain
are quite in accord with this statement.
Though the Opposition have been accused
of obstruetion, I would like to remind
the Minister for Works of the passage of
the Water Supply and Sewerage Bill,
which was passed through this Com-
mittee in a few minutes, whereas if the
Opposition wished to obstruct, that Bill
would have taken six weeks to pass.

Tee Minister ¥For Worgs: The
country wants the Bill, I presume ?

Mke. PIGOTT : Now, though we have
come to the Estimates of the Mines
Department, one of the most important
depatrtments in the State, and have other
items on these BEstimates to put through
and important Bills to consider, I pro-
pose, as a protest against the action of
the Grovernment, to ask every member
who sits on this (Opposition) side of the
House to withdraw from the Chamber for
the rewainder of the session. That is the
action I deem fit to take, and I shall rely
on the people of Western Australia to say
whether in their opinion I have done the
right thing, and to give directly to the
Government themselves at the next
general election their opinion of the
action of the Grovernment this evening.

[Mr. Pigott, followed by wmembers
sitting on the direct Opposition benches,
alse by Mr. Moran and Mr. Connor
(cross-benches), then retived from the
Chamber.]

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: Be-
fore the leader of Lhe Opposition with-
draws

OpposrTion MEMBERs (speaking from
end of gangway while retiring): We
don’t want to hear vou.

Tee MINISTER: I can quite under-
stand the member for West Perth and
the leader of the Qpposition. T am fully
sutisfied that the leader of the Oppesition
has stated what is absolntely fulsec when
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he said that the desire of the Government
wag to try and burk comment in regard
to the Estimatea of the Mines Depart-
ment.
Government to burk any argument with
regard to these Estimates, uor did the
Government for & single moment desire
that these Estimates should go through
without the fullest discussion.

Me. Ta¥vior: At ope o'clock in the
morning !

Tar MINISTER: The member for
Mt. Margaret gets up itemn after item
and wants to know all about the school at
Balla Balla, and where other schools
are, and tries to wasle the time of the
House.

Mg, TavLor: On a point of order, is
the Minister justified in accusing me of
asking about Balla Balla school, when I
did not ask such a question? It was
the member for Mount Magnet who
asked it.

Tae CEAIRMAN: I must remind the
Minister that the subject of diseussion
is the Mines vote and not the Education
vote.

Tae MINISTER: I only desired to
say that the motion that this vote be put
en blce came from the member for West
Perth. - The Government have no desire
to burk discussion by political trickery
and dirty proceedings as adopted by some
members of this Honse. I say I for one
resent anything of the sort, and want the
fullest discussion on these Estimates. I
would like every member to discuas the
Estimates.

M=, Morav {who had re-entered the
Chamber): Just before I leave, I would
ask the Minister for Mines to withdraw
the words “ dirty proceedings.”

Teg MinisTeér: Perhaps the hon.
member thinks it was a little bit *»ily.”

Mr. Moran: I resent and call for the
withdrawal of the words * dirty procend-
ings.”

Tur Crarkman: As applied to whom¥

Mz. Moran: Gentlemen on this (Op-
position) side, of whom I am one.

Tae Cuareman: Nothing should be
$aid in this House—

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: I
wish to withdraw the remark, and substi-
tute the word « oily.”

Mr. Moraw: That suits the Ministry |

much better.

Tt was not the desire of the:

[18 Decemezr, 1903.]

|
l

Mines Vole. 2085

Tae MINISTER: The ““wily " remarks,
perhaps. I would like to deal with my
HEstimates, with the object of trying to
invite discussion. In dealing with the
Mining Bill, we huve had o full résumd
of matters pertaining to mining. A good
deal has been said about the administra-
tion of the Mines Department, and I
thought it would be best if we had some
criticism of the working of the depart-
ment and I would then be able to reply
to any criticism brought forward. I had
intended to wake some remarks in con-
nection with the recent action, but when
I inform the House that the matter is
aub judice, as I have applied to the Court
for a rehearing of the case in the nature
of an appeal to the Full Court, I think it
would be improper for me to make any
remarks on that sabject. I think it was
bad form for those who I do not think
are opposed to me personally, but who
are opposed to thre Guvernment politically,
to perform the politival trick they did to-
pight. I thinka large amount of discredit
is thrown on those who went oul of the
Chamber without listening to what I have
to say in explanation. The object of the
Government is to try to end the session
before Christmas. We want te push
through the Estimates, and T want mem-
bers to discuss the items. If members
like I am prepared to cxplain the work-
ing of my department, the savings that
I claim to have made, and other remarks
generally about the administration of the
department. T thought first of all it
would be better to listen to the criticisms
of members, and then reply to any charges
which they liked to make as to adminis-
tration. I await with pleasure any criti-
cism in regard to the matters on the
Estimates, and I shall take very great
care that an opportunity is given to the
leader of the Opposition and others who
I say teok an action just now that
savoured to me personaily of very great
unfairness, and I shall give an oppor-
tunity for the discussion which they tried
to avoid to-night. T hope other members
will discuss the Mines Estimates to see
if some better adwinistration can be
adopted, or to point out where faults have
occurred in the past, so that they can be
rectified.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
cannot help saying that the country will
view with disgust the action taken by
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some members of the House this evening,
The Minister for Mines did not attempt
in any way to burk discussion on the
Bstimates. There las been no attempt
to evade the discussion on a single item.
The question which was submitted came
from the other side of the House and
not from the Government side, and the
remarks of the members of the House
who left the Chamber saying they “did
uot want to hear you,” addressed to my
colleague the Minister for Mines, must
be taken to be a deliberate insult. I
venture to say that tbe Minister for
Mines has the confidence of the majority
of the people of the country. They are
satisfied that the administration of his
department has been honest and fair,
and that he has been actuated by only
one desire throughout, the desire to
do his duty to this country. That
is the feeling of the country at large,
and I am sure it 4s the feeling
of his colleages in the Minisiry. An
insult to him is an insult to every one of
us. If the conduct of members who left
the House to-night is to be taken to
mean that he ig not fit to hold his
position in the Ministry, then I am
voicing the opinions of every member of
the Ministry when [ say that if he is not
fit to hold a position in the Ministry
neither is any one of us. If blame is
attached to him it is attached equally to
every member in the Ministry, and on
behalf of the Miniastry I resent it. I
will not waste more words. I resent
with all the force at my command the
insult offered to the Minister for Mines
and to every member of the present
Ministry.

Me. Ta¥ror: Brought on themselves.

[General discussion ensued on mines
adininistration and estimates. ]

Mg. HASTIE: One must regret what
occurred to-night at the time when we
were about to discuss tbe Mines Hsti-
wates. Not having been present when
all the rumpus occurred, he could mnot
express an opinion on what was done,
but from what he knew he could not help
feeling that the gentlemen who left the
Chamber did not leave it on account of
having any fault to find with the
administration of the Mines Department,
for all must admit that we had never
heard, publicly or privately, any word to
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lead us to believe that there was any
fault to find. It was the consideration
of other items.

Mgz, Tavior: Other actions.

Mg. BASTIE: No doubt it was the
aclion of members. Qther items were
under consideration. It was a pity that
any difference of opinion should take
place.

M=z. Tavroe: It was not a pity, but
an insult to the intelligence of Western
Australia.

Mr. HASTIE : The public could judge
a8 to what was right, He was giving his
opinion. If what had been done on
the Government side was an insult to
the intelligence of the people of West
Australia, no doubt the people of West
Australia would have an opportunity of
expressing their opinions on that matter.
If the people of West Australia thought
tbat members were sent to Parliament
to deliberately obstruct the business and
not allow business to be done, the people
would have a chance to

M. Tavror: Subside.

Me. HASTIE: Was the memberin
order in asking him to subside ?

Tre CaateMaN: The hon. member, he
was sure, would withdraw the word.

Mg. Tavror: If it was out of order
he withdraw it, but it was the first time
he had thought it unparliamentary,

Tae CHAIEMAN : 1t Was not an expres-
sion one member should use towards
another.

Mg. Tavror: Was the member for
Kanowna in order in using the words
« deliberately obstructing”?

Tae CHAaIlRMAN had listened with care,
and the hon. member did not use the
word * wilful.”

Mg. Tavror: The WMinister
 deliberate obstruction.”

Me. HASTIE: What be had said
was that if members came here to
deliberately obstruct the proceedings of
the House, the people of this couutry
would have an opportunity of expressing
their opinion upon it. He desired to say
a word of two about the Mines Depart-
ment generally. He had no particular
fault to find with that department,
although many things had been done
which .he had thought wmight have been
better done in another way. The whole
department seemed to have been managed
fairly woll, in fact better than ewer

said
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before in the State. On looking over
the Estimates the general expenses of the
deparument were not increased, at any
rate they were not increased on account
of what appeared to be the stupid system
of crediting to the expenditure such
items as the purchase of ore and also
refunds to owners of tailings.

Tue MinisTer For Mings: That was
not done this year.

Mr. HASTIE said he was glad it had
been remedied. That was one of the
results of the amended Audit Bill we had
passed. If these items had not been
credited in the past, the Mines Estinates
would have been considerably reduced,
and we should have been able to see at a
glance at the Estimates whether this was
a paying branch of the department or not,
and to what extent the branch was paying,
The fact of the Mines Department having
done well was due in a large measure to
the fact that the mining industry was an
increasing industry. Hardly had any
branch of mining gone down. Alluvial
mining, he regretted, had gone down, but
we had always to remember that allnvial
mining in every country was a temporary
industry, but we had the consolation that
it always was the hurbiuger of the more
solid and lasting industey of quartz
mining. The general working of the
departinent was made easy by the increase
in the mining industry, which seemed to
have been on the whole well condncted.
The departmeut had been carried on very
well, although we had heard of some
things which were not satisfactory to
everyone. We should always remember
that we had in this State mining ground
to five or six times greater extent than
the mining ground of any other country
in the world. Qur mines were very much
gcattered, and although the conditions of
wining differed in various localities, there
was nuthing to place our finger on that
we could serivusly regret. As regarded
the departwment itself, he would brieflv
take the opportunity of mentioning one
or two matters which had eccurred to him
in looking over the Estimates. Hefound
the Minister for Mines recommended
increases in salaries to various officers,
but he could not learn from the Estimates
whether the increases were to the more
bumble positions. It was to be hoped
the Minister had not forgotten the lower
grade officers in giving increnses.
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Tue MimisTer: A statement would be
made as to that.

[1 o'clock, a.m.]

Mr. HASTIE: The uccountant
chief clerk were down for increases, alzo
the chief draughtsman, and as there was
a lurge number of officers drawing less
than £300 a year and some less than
£200 a year, it was to be hoped these
officers shared in the general prosperity
in the department. One item he had
been unable to understand. Why was
there a typographical printer in the
department paid at the rate of £160°
The Treasorer found it diflicult te deal
with the Government Printing Office;
but it would bLe still move difficult to
tackle the printer for the Mines Depart-
ment. All would rejoice at the provision
for mining schools, one of which had
recently been established at Kalgoorlie.
When the Coolgardie School of Mines
was proposed he (Mr. Hastie) said it
would be a failure; but its establishment
scemed coincident with a considerably
increased prosperity of town and neigh-
bourhood, and from a comparatively
small population resulted a comparatively
large number of scholurs; hence his
estimate was erroncous. He congratu-
lated the eople of Coolgardie on the
success of the school, and bLoped equal
success would attend the Kalgoorlie
institution, which would then be highly
beneficial to mining, especially to mining
on the Boulder Belt. For salaries of
officials purchasing copper ore at Phillips
River £2,025 was provided, and an
additional sum for purchase money.
This experiment was undertaken because
the value of the ore was great, and
facilities for establishing private extrae-
tion works were meagre. Moreover, it
was at times impossible to float » com-
pany to mine for copper. He hoped 1his
system would be successful, and the pre-
cursor of u prosperous mining field. We
must, however, remember that copper,
unlike gold, fluctuated greatly in value,
and for, say, two-thirds of a period of 10
years must be worked unprofitably; but
the Minister’s plucky experiment de-
served success. He (Mr. Hastie) hoped
the establishiwent of new State batteries
was justified, and that greater care would
be exercised in granting future batteries,
not giving them to people who made the

and
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greatest outery, though in some instances
they had not sufficient ore at grass. Tt
was well that the Goldfields Water Supply
Department had been transferred from
Works to Mines; not that the former
department did not do the work well, but
because the Mines were always in close
touch with goldfields requirements, thus
eaving circumlocntion. The vote for the
development of mining, £7,000, could
be better discussed on the Loan Estimates.
Concerning it neither thuse nor these
Estimnates gave details; in fact, it was
impossible for the Minister to indicate
exactly how he wonld spend the money,
as this must be left to the judgment of
his officers. Hitherto there had been no
serious compluint, and none would grodge
the vote if it resulted, as it generally
had, ir benefit to the industry. Iu the
Geological Surveys Department was an
inerease of £700. I went without say-
ing that we must bave geological experts
to record the progress of mining and
advise a5 to what might be expected from
different parts of the country. One need
not dwell on 1ihe Explosives and
Analytical Department. As these Mines
Estimates ought to be fully discussed,
better adjourn the debate rather than
pass them at this early hour. The
Estimates were apparently satisfactory ;
and he hoped the administration would
continue {o improve.

Mr. OATS regretted fo see so many
empty Opposition seats during a dis-
cussion on this most important of all
departments. Mining had made Western
Australia, and was now only in its
infancy. As a miner of life-long ex-
perience, he complimented the Minister
on having done better than any preceding
head of the Mines Department.
Estimates should be
thoroughly discussed.

Tee MINISTER: Perhaps if he dealt
wmore particularly with the work of the
department, some criticism might be
forestalled.

Mg. Tayuor: A pity the Minister did
not say that before so many Oppositionists
left the Chamber.

Tae MINISTER: Such an insult as
was thrown out by Opposition members
was not anticipated by him. He did not
want any interruptions from the bon.
member interjecting, nor did he care for
his friendship. He (the Minister) could
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fairly claim that he had the confidence of
mine managers, of investors,and of miners.
There had been, so far as the capitalist
was concerned, an absolute freedom from
that system of favouritism which, he said
il with regret, existed in the past. At
the same time there had been a feeling
on the part of the men that so far as the
ingpection of mines was concerned far
greater interest was being showp in
relation to that work, and that it was
compulsory on mining managers to ¢com-
ply to a far greater extent than ever
before with the Mines Hegulation Act.
He. regretted he was not able this year
to bring in an amendment of that Act.
He would have done so had not the
Machinery Bill been thrown out by the
Upper House. Had that Bill been
passed, he would have considered it his
duty to bring in the ameundments he
promised, but as the Bill was thrown out
there was only one reason for bringing in
an amending Bill, that bejog in relation
to fortnightly pays, and he did not think
it necessary for him to do so at this late
stage of the session, more especially as
he iantended very shortly to appoint a
commisgion to deal more particularly
with the question of the sanitation and
ventilation of ocur mines. That was a

' maiter which needed a great deal of

These °
postponed and

consideration, and that, with the questiou
of tribute, would be laid before the
mining people, so that before the next
session the departinent could be fully
seized not only of the desires of the
mine-owners and mine-workers in relation
to the Mines Regulation Act, but also
the very important question of tributing
on our goldfields. He had noticed in
the Press some criticism of the very
large increase in the expenditure of the
Mines Department. Those strong criti-
cisms would he justified if that expendi-
ture were due to the administration

' of the department, but last vear the

1
!
|
|
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L £125,000 ;

Estimates for the Mines Department
showed that the umount voted was
£123,000; and the amount spent was
whilst this year the Esti-
mates provided for an expenditure of
£191,000. ‘That was altogether exclu-
give of the Loan Estimales which were
now being placed under the control
of the Mines Department, and would
bring the expenditure of the Mines
Department to over £250,000. Although
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the department did this extra work, the -

administrative costs were considerably

reduced. The Mines Department now

controlled all the receipts and expenditure
of the mines water supply, the explosives
and geological, and then there wus
increased work with regard to our bat-
teries and also the loan vote; that was
for the develupment of mining; yet the
cost of administration was a great deal
leas this vear than it had been in past
vears. This did not include the School
of Mines, nor temporary lubour, nor con-
tingency hatteries. As wekeptincreasing
the number of batteries, the cost of Jabour
and continpencies—that was, supplies for
the batteries—must keep on increasing,
yet at the same time that was not what
he would term part of the administrative
control of the Mines Department. Of
course the ordinary administrative work
of the batteries was in the Estimates he
was giving, but not the outside work.
All the outside work was absolutely
apart. The work outside Perth he
assumed to be outside work. The inside
work had always been kept in the Perth
department, and what he put down as
heing in the cost of administrative work.
He did vot include the mines water
supply, which was guite » new branch

placed within the department only a few .

mounths ago. TIn 1900-1 the adminis.
trative cost was £59,605; in 1901-2,
£55,238; in 1902-3, £50,834; and this
year we asked for £49,224. He felt
satisfied we might Le able to do with less
- than that ; still we had made a very fair
estimate of what we thought we wauted.
‘We had got rid of the accountant of the
Geological Department, whose work had
to be done by the Mines Departmnent.
We bad done the same in respect to
explosives, and insisted own the whole of
the accountaney work being done within
the one department; yet although the
expenditure had increased from £125,000
to £250,000, or just double in two years,
he had been able to reduce the adminis.
trative expenditure of the Mines Depart-
ment by £8,771.

Mr. Tavror: How did the hon.
member muake the reduction? By re-
trenchment ?

Tue MINISTER: Absolutely by re-

trenchment, and it had not been done by -

reducing wages. Salaries in nearly every
instance had been increased. He had

, work.,
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made particularly good increases, and had
acted particularly fairly with regard to
the whole of the department, vet there
had been considerable reductions. He
thought he could say that from the day
he went into that department not one
elerical appointment had been made in it.
We had bad some temporary bands there.
Dozens and dozens had lefi, some had
died, and some had been removed to other
places. This had been done without in
any way impairing the service, and mein-
bers knew the difference there was now
when one went into a warden’s office as
compared with the past. When members
wanted information with regard to for-
feitures, exemptions, or amalgamations,
there used to be excessive trouble, but
now a book was laid ou the table of every
office showing who were applicants for
exemption or protection in the distriet.
That was free to every person who liked
to go into the department. The depart-
ment had tried to make this as up-to-date
as they could, and up to the present he
had not heard a single complaint from
any people with regard to that matter.
In relation to salaries, there had been
many increases, the firat referred toin the
Estimates being that of the chief clerk.
The question of chief clerks had been
considered by Cabinet, and it was thought
that the chief clerks of all the principal
departments should be paid at the rate
of £400 a year. The proposal now made
as to the chief clerk in this department
wus in accordance with that view. 'The
next increase was thut of the accountant,
whose salary it was proposed to raise
from £360 to £400 a year. He (the
Minister) had pointed out the wonderful
increase that had taken place in the
acconntant’s work. Great business was
being done with our publie battery work,
and the complicated system we had in
relation to the payment for cyaniding
sands had thrown an enormous amount of
work on this man. This officer was one
of the three accountants picked out from
candidates for the position of Auditor
Greneral, for the parpose of a final selec-
tion., That would satisfy members that
not only was this officer highly qualified,
but that he was one who attended
very well to the duties of the depart-
ment. We had doubled the expenditure
of the department owing to the increased
The work was, he believed, two
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or three times greater than it was two
years ago, therefore be considered the
increase of salary amply justified. The
other increases were small, and he did
not propose to wade through them ; bui
the member for Kanowna stuted that
from what he could see the Minister had
been fairly liberal in inecreases, and he
hoped the Minister had been equally
generous to the rank and file. During
the two years he bad been in charge of
the depurtment, which was more efficient
now than in the pust, he had given
greater facilities to the public, and, as he
had said, he had decreased the expendi.
ture of administration by £8,771, yet he
could show that in the head office out of
13 receiving less than £L100 a year, 12
had received increases averaging £18 15s.:
there were 33 receiving from £100 to
£200, 24 of whom had received increases
averaging £14 13s. 4d.: and there were
15 receiving between £200 and £300,
7 of whom had received increases averag-
ing £12 3s. 8o there were 61 officers
receiving from less than £100 a year to
£300, 43 of whom received increases.
The average increase of about £15 per
officer showed that the interests of
those who occupied what he might
term the junior positions of the depart.
ment had been well looked after. These
incresases were very reasonable. When-
ever any recommendation was made for
#n incrcase amongst the junior officers
he bad been only too pleased to thoroughly
ivquire into it, and, if the increase was
justified, to see that the officer got the
extra payment. The same remark would
apply to the goldfields offices. At his
instigation the goldfields allowance was
fixed at 20 per cent. on the FEastern
Goldfields and 30 per cent. om the
Northeru Goldfields. Although in many
instances the increase would not bring
the salary of some officers up to what it
was in the old days, still it was a con-
siderable increause on past years. Hon.
members might point out that officers on
the goldfields were not receiving the
salaries they were getting in past days;
but in the past another system prevailed
eltogether. A mining registrar would be
wppointed at a salary of £260 per year;
then the '[reasury would appoint him
Treasury clerk and give him £50 a year;
pext the Lands Department would eppoint
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and then the officer would receive an
appointment as electoral registrar, and
probably an appointment in the Colonial
Secretary’s Department with an additional
salury, The consequence was that the
man sent up to fill a position at £260 a
year would, in the end, be receiving from
£350 to £400 a year, and the Mines
Department. was asked to appoint another
officer because so much work was being
thrown on this poor fellew, So the
department would send along an assistant
at £240 a year, while the original man
would be getting £350 or £400. That
practice was now stopped. With the
ncreases given the officer’s position was
very much improved. Some little eriticiam
might be expected on the public batteries.
Eight batteries were at work, including
new batteries at Burtville, Yundamindera,
und Scuthern Cross, and seven cyanide
plants were at work. New baiteries were
to be erected at Norseman, Wiluna, and
Menzies; and plants were promised for
Coolgardie and Black Range, while new
cyanide plants were o be erected at
Leoncra, Coelgardie, and Menzies.

[(Me. Fourkes took the Chair.]

Mr. Warrace: The Minister should
uot mention cyanide plants, because it
worried him (Mr. Wallace).

Taeg MINISTER: A promise had
been made to the hon. member; and
having wade a promise, he did all he
could do to carry it out. The Mines De-
partment was not stinted for funds, and
no doubt many works should have been
put in hand quicker. Remarks were
made (he was not certain whether by the
member for Dundas, but certainly by the
member for Mouwnt Margaret) that on
account of the position a certain hon.

- member occupied in the House no work

would be done by the Government in his
district. He would therefore point out
the work doune in the district of the
hon. member tor Dundas (Mr. Thomas).
The member for Kanowna drew attention
to an exceedingly dangerous principle
adopted by the department in purchasing
copper ores. The department was asked
to erect a smelter at Phillips River, and
from the reports obtained there seemed
to be a great element of danger. He had -
therefore asked Cabinet to assist him,
and bad pointed out to his colleagues

him as an officer and give him so much; | that, even if we found a smelter should
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not be erected, the loss to the Govern-

ment wonld not exceed £3,000 to £4,000

if he were provided with money with
which to buy copper ore under regulations
by which the ore was purchased from
those who took it out of their leases
for development purposes alone. Cabinet
gave bim authority to engage an ore-
buyer and to spend a sum of nearly
£18,000 in a small portion of the elec-
torate of the member for Dundas. This
expenditure could have been stopped but
for it being in the interests of the mining
industry. He looked at the interests of
the industry, and vot at the man.

Mg. Tavror : The Minister was get-
ting value for the mouey in the ore.

Tre MINISTER only desired to point
out how unfair it was, so far as he was
concerned, to say that because of the
position an hon. member occupied in the
House he, as Minister, would do any-
thing that might injure the hon. mem-
ber’s constituents. His object was to try
and do all he could to resuscitate a
district that was going down, and the
Government had come forward with a
new principle. He proposed, in dealing
with the itewm * purchase of ore,” to
add the words * and erection of smelter,”
so that when he went down to Ravens-
thorpe with the State Mining Engineer,
if he were satisfied that the district
warranted the erection of a smelter, he
would have Parliamentary aunthority to
erectone. That showed how careless he
was of the position any member occupied
in the House, and how idle and useless
were the words of the member for Mt
Margaret when he made certain remarks.

Me. Tavior: The work was not in
the Mt. Margaret electorate.

Tur MINISTER: The member for
Dundas was opposing the Estimates, and
he (the Minister) desired to point out
the unfairness of the member for M¢.

[18 DECENBER, 1903.]
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Margaret's statement that works were -

not carried out in a member's district
because the member sat in Opposition.

AN INTERLUDE.

Me. Tavroe: On a point of order,
the Minister is saying that I said some-
- thing about Dundas, and is dragging me
into sowme quarrel. T desire the Minister
to deal with me and not with the member
for Dundas.
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Mz. Trowas (entering and speaking
from his place): On a point of explana-
tion

TEe CHampMan: It is not necessary
for you to make an explanation.

Mz. THOMAS : The name of the mem-
ber for Dundas has been mentioned, and
I have a right to cluim a point of
explanation.

Tae CuareMarn: What do you want
to explain ?

ME. Tuomas: With the indulgence of
the House, it is known that my party
have left ibe Chamber,

Me. Hastie : Don't waste time.

Meg. THomas: I am not wasting time.

Tae Crairman: I must ask you what
vou wish to explain.

Me. Tnomas I heard the pame of the
member for Dundas mentioned, and I
claim that it 15 totally unfair for the
Minister, knowing that I, as one of the
leading members of the Opposition, had
withdrawn from the Chamber, to drag
my name into the debate.

Mz=. Hasrie: Don't desert your duties.

Mgr. THOMAS: The door of the Chamber
was open, and I heard the Minister
for Mioes grossly and unfairly referring
to me after I bad left the Chamber with
the rest of the Opposition.

Tae CHatrmAN : Order!

Mg. THOMAS : One moment.

Tae Caarrman : Will the hon. member
sit down ?

Mg. TaoMas: We left this Chamber as
a protest, and I will again leave it.

8everaL MEMBERS : Chair !

Tee CrHatRMAw: I must ask you to
take your seat.

Mr. TrOoMAS:
Chamber.

No, sir. I leave the
[Member retired.]

DISCUSSION RESUMED.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (con-
tinuing) : No member could say thut an
unfair statement was made about the
member for Dundas, because he (the

. Minister) simply pointed out that bhe was

doing work in the hon. member’s district,
and that the fact that the hon. member
sat in Opposition’ made not the slightest
difforence in hia calculations. When
recently at Norseman he found that the
Government tanks, costing £17,000, were
practically idle. An application was made
to have a tank built at the Princess Royal
mine, and he spent £4,500 of loan money
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in econuection with a pumping scheme in
the Norseman district, and was now
supplying Norseman with fresb water

[ASSEMBLY.]

at 1s. 9d. per hundred gallons, as against .

12s. 6d. the people had to pay before
the initiation of this work. It was a
good business deal, becanse the work paid

expenses and provided for interest and

sinking fund, whereas for the sum of
£17,000 expended on the tanks pre-
viously the revenue earned was hardly
sufficient to pay the wages of the care-
taker. He (the Minister) had gone
farther and had agreed to spend money
for the erection of u new battery at Norse-
man, and that work was now proceeding.
During the last six months the Mines
Department spent hetween £26,000 and
£27,000 in the electorate of the member
for Dundas, and that was not because
he considered for a single moment the
member for Dundas, but becavse he
thought the interests of the district
warranted the expenditure. He hoped
that, when he visited Ravensthorpe
district, his advisers would recommend the
erection of a smelter, and that we would
have a sound and prosperousdistrict there.
The same thing applied to the district
which was represented by the member
for Mt. Margaret. The finding of a
water supply at this place was one of
the quickest transactions which had taken
pluce. A couple of parties had been
going round putting down plants to
enable prospectors to go out back.
‘Whataver could be done was being done.
Tenders had been accepted for the trans-
fer of a battery from the district repre-
senled by the member for Mt. Magnet
to Black Range. A battery had only
just been erected at Burtville, and a
plaut had been sent to Laverton. Tenders
had been called for sending a plant to
Leonora, and as soon as possible he
intended to visit the Erlistoun district
where the Government had already spent
a large sum of mouey in sinking wells.
There were some four or five wells
authorised in that district which also
warranted the erection of a public
battery. He claimed the department
had done good work with regard to the
batteries. A snm of £750,000 hid been
distributed by the batteries. There had
been large losses in the past, but now he
had reduced the cost of crushing by
about 20 per cent. The scale of crushing
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originally was from 15s. to £1 per ton.
Now the depurtment wus charging from
10s. to 14s.; there was a sliding scale,
He had not only got rid of all the losg,
but this year he thought he would show

" a profit of £5,000. He did not say that

he was satisfied with the working of the
department yet, and he was thinking
seriously of making changes in the ad-
ministration ; and he would make those
changes unless the department could show
a better record than at present. Although
the charges made by the department were
less than the charges at any private bat-
tery in the State, still he was not satisfied,
and be thought he wonld be able to
show & greuter reduction in cost than
ut present. He thooght the depart-
ment should be able to make a profit
and pay working expenses and sinking
fund. No prospectorand no miring man
whom he knew wanted to be spoon-fed ;
they wanted good administration, and
they wished to see the money spent as
any man would spend his money pri-
vately. The cost should be reduced as
low as possible, at the same time doing a
fair thing to the department, In 1901
the crushing at the batteries cost 17s. 9d.
per ton; in 1902 the cost was 13s. 9d.
per ton, aud in 1903 12s. 4d. That was
the average cost to the departwent, and
he intended to reduce the cost and try
to get down to a much lesser amount.
He would not be satisfied until he showed
a fair reduction, and yet paid working
expenses and something to a sinking
fund. That was the principle which he
intended to adopt in the future unless
members said that the public batteries
should only pay expenses. If that was
the wish of Parliament he would earry
out that principle, bat he thought the
batteries should pay interest on the
money expended and three per cent. to
sinking fund and depreciation of the
plants, It was his intention very shortly
to try and get the fullest information on
the question of the sanitation and
ventilation of mines. He looked on that
as a most important question and one
that should receive earnest consideration,
and he proposed o go into it as soon as
possible after the session was over. It
was & question which should appeal to
mauny members. We were petting down
lnto very deep ground, nearly 2,000 feet,
and it was time we had the most perfect
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system of ventilation we could have in
our mines. He did not want any of the
diseages that had crept into the mines of
England and of South Afriea, nor the
insanitary methods. He wunted to keep
the mines clean from the diseagzes found
in other places, and he felt satisfied if we
bad a good system of ventilafion in the
mineg in Western Australia we shonld
be able to show a very munch better record
ag to the health of the working men
employed in the mines.
Estimates would be considered by mining
members and that they would be
criticised, If there were any suggestions
that could be brought forward to make
the administration better, he would be
only too pleased to receive those sug-
gestions and see if something could be
done to make the administration better
than it had been in the past.

Mgr. WALLACE: Notwithstanding
the expressed intention to reduce the
charges for crushing, could not there be
a reduction in the charge for cyaniding
with more prompt treatment of the
sand and quicker returns to the prospec-
tors? It was known that a majority of
shows were in the hands of working
miners, and the stone crushed was not of
n sufficiently high grade to give large
returns,
thirds of the returns to pay for the
crushing charges. He suggested to the
Minister two years ago that instead of
the Government dedueting the cost of
crushing fromw the first returns from the
plates, the Government should wait for
their payment until the tailings bad been
treated. ¥f on assay the tailings showed
sufficient contents to pay for the crushing
and the cyaniding, the Government might
give the full returns from the plates to
the prospector which would enable him

He hoped the
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" vised him that the men after stacking their

It generally took about two-

to go back and farther develop his show. .

In different parts of the country there
was such a small amount given to the
prospector in the first instance that it did
not provide him with means to raise
another crushing. In the past many
men had been forced to sacrifice their

tailings at 1s. 6d. per ton s as to raise

money to go on working. It had taken
the department six or seven months to
provide a cyanide plant at Boogardie.
Day affer day he had received communi-
cations from the prospectors at Boogardie,
and the last communication yesterday ad-

tailings at the Government battery had
to sell them to private speculators to
raise money to continue their work. Thé
department were to blame, for they did
not go to work asu private firm would,
though he was told the departwment bad
plenty of work to do, numbers.of plants
being in hand whick caused delay. He
was informed that the last portion of the
cyanide plant bad arrived on the fields,
but the vats which were required first
had pot been made yet and were not
likely to be made for some time.

TreE Minister: Tenders
some time ago.

Me. WALLACE: There was some
dispute between the successful tenderer
and the department.

THE MINISTER :
to him.

[2 o’clock, a.m.]

Me. WALLACE : It had been going
on for a week or ten days, and it seemed
to him no one was particularly anxious
to see the matter rushed along. The
successful tenderer had not been treated
fairly and refused to sign the contract.
The objeclion was not to the treatment
itselt, but to the long delay before re-
turns were available. If this delay in-
creased in the Murchison district, many
shows must be abandoned. FKor such
delay he (Mr. Wallace) was being meta-
phorically torn to pieces; and he asked
the Minister to put the blame on the
right shoulders. In connection with
public batteries thers should be asinking
fund. Suorely the plants were not io-
tended to crush at bare cost price. Out
of the surplus men should be encouraged
to sink shafts below water, the crushing
charges being reduced on all stone raised
from below a certain depth, according to
the nature of the ground. Notwith-
standing what the Minister had done to
supply the wants of such people.as the
alluvialists at Black Range, proper at-
tention was not given to some settled
districts. For instance, the Works De-
partment sent an inspector from Day
Dawn to a place 70 miles gouth of Yalgoo.
He reported to the head office, and men
were then gent from Day Dawn to do the

were let

That was not known

- well-ginking. For such a report a local

mine manager might be relied on and the
work intrusted to local men, thus saving
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intolerable delay. Three weeks ago he !

{Mr. Wallace) was promised that the
Murchison inspector would report on
water supply for another place in the
district, aud only yesterday did the report.
come to hand. He congratulated the
Minister on presentling the return of
esemptions granted during the last
financial year. The exteotof the exemp-
tions granted, not only in poor districts
but in the most prosperous districts of
the State, to mines both large and small,
was astonishing. For boring £7,000
was provided here, and possibly more on
the Loan Estimates. Many districts were
languishing for want of money to prove
theiv lodes; and in the absence of
Government aid in boring the unem-
pleyed of the Eastern Goldfields
might find their counterpart on the
Murchison.  Some time ago the
Minister offered the Lennonville people
a bore. In reply to a request an
officer of the Geological Department
recommended a hore at Boogardie. Why
no attempt to supply these wants? If
the plants available were insufficient,
increase the number so as to give one at
least to every district ; and lef the use of
that one be a matter of local arrange-
ment, mstead of giving it first to those
who clamoured londest.

Me. TAYLOR regretted having to
discuss these Estimates at such an early
hour, and the little interest taken by
members in the mining industry, the
most important in Australia. Whenever
mining was discussed only 11,12, or 13
members attended. After sitting five
days this week and five last week the
Goverminent insisted on forcing these
Estimates through.
Mines should have spoken on the intro-
duction of the Estimates, as requested by
the leader of the Opposition {Mr. Pigott).
He (Mr. Taylor) was not here to defend
the Oppeosition, he being a, Labour man ;
but he would vote with the Opposition
when he found them acting in the
interests of the State. The Minister's
recent, speech, if made when introducing
the Estimates, would have had a good
effect. Tt was pleasing "that the heated
debate of to-night was not the fault of
the Labour party. This proved that
members belonging to a very respect-
able portion of the community, including
a legal gentleman, could make fools

Mines Vole.

of themselves. Had there been less

. liquor drunk in the late part of last
. night and the early part of this morn-

ing, there would have been less heat.
He wus sorry the Minister thought fit
to mention the case which the hon.
gentleman said was sub judice—that of
himself and ex-Warden Hicks. Though
Parliament was supreme, one did not
think it would be prudent, whilst this
rehearing of the case was peanding, that
the matter should be discussed here,
It had been thought this application for
a new hearing was made in view of the
prorogation of Parliament.

TeEE MivisTez : Let the hon. wmember
make no mistake ; there were two news-
paper actions as well.

Me. TAYLOR : It had been said the

. application for a new trial was perhaps

made with the object of Parliament
being prorogued before the matter could

. be dealt with, and the necessary fees and

expenses paid over.
Tue Minigrer vor Worka: The hon,
member would be sorry to believe that.
Tae Minister wor Miwes: The

. amount bad already been paid, and not

The Minister for -

by the Government.
prise the hon. member,

Mg. TAYLOR was pleased to know
the State wus not going to pay for the
hon. gentleman's blunder; also, that
while men perhaps did not care about
dealing with matters in Parliament,
there were Courts to which they could go
and get justice.

THE Minister: The hon. member had
had experience.

Mg. TAYLOR : The Minister had said
he did not desire his (Mr. Taylor's)
friendship. He bhad never forced his

That might suor-

. friendship on the hon. gentleman, but it

wag hard when a person so high in

. position as the Minister for Mines

. hife.

desired to carry warfare into private
He had bumped up against the
Minister. The hon. gentleman knew what
his (Mr. Taylor's) friendship bhad been
worth, They had been friends, and he
thought they were now political oppon-
ents. He (Mr. Taylor) opposed the
Mining Bill on what he considered sound
grounds, and he was justified in opposing
what he believed to be against the
interests of those whom he represented.
He had got on before without the hon.
gentleman’s friendship, and hoped he
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would be able to do soin the future. The
hon. gentleman enumerated what he had
done for him (Mr. Taytor) in his elec.
torate. Considering, however, what the
Minister bad done for other electorates,
he would leave it to the Committee or the
country to decide whether the hon. gentle-
man had favoured him or other members.
A fortoight or three weeks ago 2 gentle-
man who went to Black Range said there
were 70 stamps hung up. There was a
general conversation, and it was intimated
that the penple there were going to have
a Huntingdon mill and a 5-head batfery.

Tae MivisTEr : What was referred to
had been recommended, but nothing had
been dene since.

Mr. TAYT.OR: Mr. Owen, who had
come straight from Eanowna, told him
there were 70 stamps hung up; that was
about three or four weeks ago. Tu the
district of the member for Kanowna
there had been a puddler costing some-
thing like £1,200 or £1,400. Plant
worth £500 had been standing there, and
people on the goldfields told him that
none of that was standing there now
except what could not be removed.
According to the returns, they had put
through 191 tons of dirt, and the gold
they got out of that 191 tons amounted
1o 46 onnces. Tt was strange we should
have to go to that wmount of expense to
find out puddiing would not pay. He
bad made representations to the Minister
from people in a district consisting
practicallv of one-sixth of the whole
State, and found that on the very best
recommendations little would be done.

TeE MinisTER: The department spent
a good deal of money on the bore at
Lake Darlét.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Minister seut the
plant, but the people had to put it up.
Not till months after the people had
found the £50 stipulated, did the Gov-
ernment send the plant, although there
was plant lying in several places. These
people did good work, and he (Mr.
Taylor) was sorry they were unsuccess-
ful as far as obtaining a deep lead was
concerned. The Minister said he sent a
battery to Bluck Range. A battery
which hud been hung up for years had
been promised to him (Mr. Taylor) at
different times for the last eighteen
months or two years, but the Minister
would pot send it and cunsiderable delay
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was experienced. At the time the battery
was to be removed to Black Range there
were 20 or 30 leases pegged out, and
800 men on the ground. But did Mr.
Irvine, from Vietoria, hesitate? No; he
purchased a property and said he would

.put np 40 head of stamps at once, He

sent only 10 head for one lease; but the
Minister was only sending a five-head
battery for forty leases. The Minister
claimed to have done a great deal in the
way of sending a battery to Burtviile.
That battery, however, was promised by a
previous Minister. All the batteries in
the Mt. Margaret district, except that at
Black Range, had been promised by
previons Ministers, and the present
Minister was only carrying out work set
in train by previous Ministers while
taking all the credit forit. Had members
on the Government side had the same
opportunities for batteries in their dis-
tricte they would have had them long ago.
A battery was to be erected in Coolgardie
where there were ample crushing facilities
and batteries at present hung up, and a
battery wus to be erected at Southern

‘Cross where there had been crushing

facilities for years pastand butteries were
now hung up. In the Mt Margaret
district there was a mining centre 60 or
70 miles away from the nearest battery.
That was the Erlistoun district. The
Minister tried to make us believe that it
was a new field; but it was opened up
years age and abandoned for waat of
crushing facilities. The auriferous coun-
try at Erlistoun extended for 70 miles,
No battery had been erected by the
Government within the past two years
in a district which bhetter justified one
than the Erlistoun district. Should this
district be opened ap by a public battery
it would absorb the goldfields unem-
ployed. Had be (Mr. Taylor) “kow-
towed " to the Government he would have
got a battery; but he would not prosti-
tute his political views to get concessions
for his electorate. His constituents wonld
not desire him to doso.  Though batteries
were erected in places where already
batteries were hung up, they were not
given to back-country districta which
were languishing and starving for them.
After be bad worried the present Minis-
ter it was decided that a battery should
be sent to Laverton, but when it was
en route the Minister, hearing something
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at Kookynie, wired post-haste to
Perth: “ Stop the TLaverton battery.”

He (Mr. Taylor) saw the Minister and

asked him on what authority higher than
the recommendations of his officers he
had decided to stop the battery going to
Laverton. The Minister then decided to
bave a farther report wade, the conge-
quence being that another favourable
veport was gent in regarding the claims
of Taverton, and the battery subsequently
went on to that centre, where it was doing
good work and was the sole means of
keeping a little township going and
hundreds of men employed for the last
18 months.

Tee MiN1sTER: The bon. member had
nothing whatever to do with getting that
battery.

Mz. TAYLOR: The Minister desired
to stop it going to Laverton and tried to
oppose his officers’ reports, but the
reports were too strongly in favour of
Laverton; hence the battery had to go on
to Laverton. The Minister would not
deny the diffienlty he (Mr. Tayler) had
in getting the battery for Wiluna. He
(M. Taylor) was never so sick of any-
thing as he was of trying to get that
battery. The Minister always staved
him off. Had he been on the Govern-
went side his charces would have beer a
hundred to one better. During this
debate we saw’ how the Minister felt
towards those who opposed him. The
Minister could not enter into a political
fight without bringing in a mewmber's
private life. We must espect a heated
discussion and that people shounld feel
warm and excited during a political
fight; but all that should end with the
ficht. The Minister owned up when in-
troducing the Mining Bill, and not for the
first time, that when his liver was out of
order an officer asking him for hetter
conditions would be snubbed straight
away. One felt sorry for those who had
to work under a man with such a temper.

If a man allowed his temper fo persecute

people, it was unfortunate for those under
him. It was the talk of the Chamber

that, when the Minister was ruffled, he

lost his head and insulted people right
and left. He (Mr. Taylor) and the
Minister were at one time very friendly,
and fought battles together, and the
Minpister knew how he (Mr. Taylor) could
fight when it was required.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mines Vole,

! TrE MinisTER FOrR Lawns: The hon.
y member bebaved himself at that time.

Me. TAYLOR: With DMlinisterial
behaviour during this morning and last
night his (Mr. Taylor's) behaviour com-
pared very favourably. The vote taken
was nothing the Premier or any Par.
ment should be proud of. It was the
most unstatesman-like piece of work which
had occurred in the Parliamentary his.
tory of the Cominonwealth. . He did not
know whether it was the intention of the
Government to go on any farther with
' the Estimates now, seeing that it was

nearly a quarter to three; but the Gov-
ernment should take into consideration
the fact that there was nobody on the
Opposition benches, and that there was
only a small number of members in the
House. Tt wus a shame and a disgrace
to Parliament that so few members
should discuss soch an important part of
the Estimates. If the Premier had been
wise he would have adjourned at a
quarter-past eleven after sitting from
half.past two, seeing that members had
worked five long days this week. If the
Premier had done what any reasonable
person would have done, Parliament
would not have been disgraced with these
subsequent proceedings. He (Mr. Tay-
lor} was sorry to see nobody on the
Opposition benches while the discussion
was going on.

Me. BATH: It was ot intended to
allow the Mines Estimates to pass with.
out a few remarks. On previous oceasions
when the Estimates were before members
the Minister for Mines was ready to
explain the working of this department
in @ proper manner. He regretted the
Opposition had prevented the Minister
from explaining his estimates in the frat
ingtance. He (Mr. Bath) wished par-
ticularly to confine his remarks to the
ever-present _question of the inspection
© of mmes. He freely admitted that an
improvement had been made io the
inspection of mines, but recent accidents
* on the Golden Mile and the verdicts of

juries thereon were evidence of the need

for the utmost care on the part of
ingpectors to see that the lives of the
mwiners were protected. It seemed to be
the current opinion on the Golden Mile

that because the lode material was of a

kard vature the stone could bhe taken out
| up to a great height without the stopes
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being filled in. While the material was
hard there was no danger as to falling
stone; but when men were working to
a great height with machine drilla and
heavy charges of dynamite, large flakes
of rock were left perilously hanging. One
of the most urgent necessities was for
the inspectors to carefully examine the
stopes and see that they were filled up
" within a reasonable distance of the back.
Work could be done more efficiently and
in o more economical manner. There
was one matter oo which he was dis-
appointed in regard to the Mines Esti-
wates this year, but it was not the fault
of the Minister, It wus rather the lack
of success on the part of those sent out,
He referred to the prospectors and the
parties sent out and equipped by the Mines
Department. Although we hud parties
sent out in various parts of the State and
although they reported wonth after
month, there seemed to have beem no
beneficial result from the prospecting
operations. It seemed impossible to
imagine that on the large goldfields of
Western Australia, and the wide extent
of auvriferous country, no discoveries
had been made by these purties. It was
to be hoped before these parties bad cow-
pleted their labours something would be
discovered which would add to the wealth
of the commumty. There was one point
in regard to the mining school. He
believed ussistants had been appointed
at Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie, and he
believed the appointments had been left
to the director of the school at Cool-
gardie.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES:
board.

Mg. BATH had not heard that appli-
cations were called for and that the
applications were submitted to any board
or constituted authority to ezxamine into
the credentials. In the appointment of
lecturers and those charged with the
instruction of pupils the greatest care
should be exercised to get the best avail-
able talent, so that the instruction both
theoretical and practical would be the
best available. There was an item * pay-
ment under Mining Development Act for
the purchase of drills and bores” The
member for Mt. Magnet had referred to
the fact that an application had been
received for drilling plants for the Mt.
Magnet and the Murchison districts. As

To the
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to the Eastern Goldfields those applying
for plants bad to pay half the wages
before they could secure any assistance,
There had been no difficulty on the
Eastern Goldfields, when the necessary
amount was paid, in securing a plant.
The Labour members had been accused
of being able to secure more cousidera-
tion for their mining constituents than
the member for Mt. Margaret had. On
glancing through the Estimates obe saw
the amount of nioney to beexpended, and
he noticed the member for Mt. Margaret
bad secured all the plums in his par-
ticular electorate. The bulk of the
public batteries of the State were in the
Mount Margaret electorate, and as far
as water supplies and other works were
concerned the electorate of Mt. Margaret
was one of the best served in Western
Australin, The same charge had been
attered in regard to other items on the
Estimates in other departments, and he
only had to tura to public buildings to
find that the electorate of Bt. Margaret
was almost plastered with public build-
ings in the shape of lockups and police-
men's quarters and so forth, Generally
as far as the Mines Department was
concerned it was a model to the whole of
Australia. He was glad to notice that a
reaction was setting in, and that the
information thut had been supplied to
the mining investors of the world, in the
comparizon between South Africa and
‘Western Australia, had turned attenticn
to Western Australia again. He noticed
in the columns of one of the leading
mining journals of London that Western
Australtan compunies and shares prac-
tically monopolised the whole of the
market at the present time. He hoped
that by the development of the back
country with public batteries and a
judicious system of encouragement to
mining developinent, not only the small
prospector would be encouraged, but that
the departruent would so develop the
fields that & larger area would be taken
up which would add to the prosperity of
Western Australia. He had no fear as
to Western Australia, which it was said
suffered from the dangers of over-
legislation in the miniog industry. The
fact that we had such a large auriferous
area, and that it was developed to such a
greal extent, and that there were such
splendid mines as far as the Golden
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Mile was concerned, and the fact that
the managers there had proved that with
the high rate of wages ruling they could
work the mines more economically than
those in the Transvaal, which enjoyed the
monopoly of cheap labour, showed that as
far as mining was concerned there was
no fear ahead of us in the future.

Item —Inspectors of Mines, .£3,200:

Mg, WALLACE : As the qualifications
of all the mining inspectors had to be the
samne, why were some inspectors paid
less salury than others? This anomaly
caused dissatisfaction amongst the inspec-
tors.

Tre MINISTER : Certain officers were
engaged at certain salaries, and he had
made a reduction from £425 to £400, but
theallowances had been increased, making
the salary what it was at present. Two
officers received £200 a year. They were
the senior officers, and he did not wish to
make a reduction in their case. He had
not increased the salaries but the allow-
ances on the field. There was one inspee-
tor at £140 a year who was stationed -ab
Collie, but that officer also received a
salary from the Railway Department,
which gave him abouc £360 a year.
Taking it all round members should con-
sider that a salary of £350 a year was
fair with 20 per cent. allowances, although
as against that there was a charge for
rental for the houses used.

Mz. Connor called attention to the
absence of a quorum.

Bells rung and quorum formed.

Mr. BATH: What sort of inspector
could the department get for £140 a
year?

Tue MINISTER : That was the officer
to whom he referred just now.

[3 o'clock, a.m.]

Ttems —Inspecting Surveyor, £5,522;
State Mining Engineer, £768 18s.:

Mr. BATH: By whom had these
officers been appointed ¥

Tee MINISTEK: By a special com-
mission, altogether free from political
influence.

Mr. WALLACE: Was it not time to
dismiss Chinamen from the depariment ?
One Charley Ah Ting was employed as
office leaner at Marble Bar, having come
there from East Kimberley.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mines Vote.

Tue MINISTER said he bad not
employed the man. Eaquiry would be
made,

Mr. CONNOR contradicted the state-
ment that the man had come from East
Kimberley.

Item—Purchase of copper ore, Phillips
River, £2,025:

Me. TAYLOR: Farther on one found
£16,550 for purchase money,

Tae MINISTER: Thisitem was for
salaries. The assayer had been appointed
during the last few weeks. The labourer
broke up the ore and made it ready for
assay.

Me. TAYLOR objected to the cunning
manner in which such items, instead of
being properly clussified, were distributed
over the Estimates.

Tee MINISTER: There was no con-
fusion. In the items in question the
salaries were shown, and farther on
contingeuncies.

Ttein— State Batteries, £29,810:

Me. TAYLOR: The manager of the
battery at Lavertun engaged in Cuolgar-
die a man as bookkeeper and amalgaw-
ator, who travelled over 200 miles to
Laverton at his own expense, and gave
gatisfaction ; vet after a month another
man was sent from the department in
Perth to fill the position, the first man
being dismissed, though he had not
earoed enough to cover his return fare
and had to shoulder his swag. Though
the Minister had promised to rectify this
injustice, nothing had been done. Battery
managers did not make these appoint-
ments. The Minister for Mines, like
other Mimsters, appointed pohtlcu.l
friends of his own or of members.

Tue MINISTER : The statement was
absolutely untrue. One system he had
adopted ever since he started was that of
placing the manager absolutely in charge
of the plant and putting upon him the
i responsibility. The Governmentappointed

also from Perth the assayer, but gave the

battery manager power to suspend the
assayer if the assayer was not carrying
out his duty satisfactorily. Other than
that the battery manager had as absolute
power us he would have if he owned the
plant, subject to regulations. As to the
member for Mt. Margaret, if that hon.
! member had a grievance and would send
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it in writing, he (the Minister) would be
only pleased to see that it was inquired
into as soon as possible. We could not
well place the responsibility upou a
manager unless we gave hin full power
over the men he had working under him.
If the hon. member conld show bim that
men had been forced upon a manager,
be (the Minister) would Le only too
pleased to give the hon. member satis-
faction in the matter.

Mr. TAYLOR: When he returned
from his district, he made a memo. and
read it in the Minister’s room. He said
to the hon. gentleman, “I am going to
agk this question in the House,” and the
Minister replied: ‘Don’t do that,
Taylor; I will fix that up; you need not
bring a thing like that befcre the House.”
He (Mr. Taylor) said it was a thing that
should be shown up, and the Minister
replied: T give yon my word that I will
gee to it.” He did not bether about it
until a few weeks ago, when he asked the
Minister about if, and the Minister
replied that the wnanager bad gone to
sume other part. Probably the wonder-
fully well managed Mines Department
would, when a shred of light was let into
it, be found to be not so well looked
after. We found that cyanide plants
were erected.  Cyanide plants were, how-
ever, erected before this Government
came into power. A greal saving in the
public battery systemn was owing to the
cyaniding of sands of unfortunate pro-
spectors who had left them. But for that,
the profita would be considerably less.
Moreover, the Government charged for
cyaniding about double the price charged
by a private compuny.

Purchase of Copper Ore at Phillips
River :

Tae MINISTER moved that after
“ore” the words “and erection of
smelter” be inserted.

. Me. TAYLOR: We should know
soinething about this, and he would also
like information as to a smelter at
Greenhushes.

TaeE MINISTER : The money in hand
would be hardly snfficient to carry on for
Atwelve months. It was intended to pay
a visit to the Phillips River, and if it was
recommended thata smelter should be put
in, to stop the parchase of ore, and then
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We had been buying ore under regula-
tions. As to Greenbushes, he wasshown
a new class of smelter which was believed
to be doing marvellously good work, He
had agreed with Mr. Heads that if he
{Mr. Heads) erected a smelter in Perth,
ke {the Minister) would have broughtup
from Phillips River 80 tons of copper
ore—]0 tons of each of three different
classes of ore—and would pay him

either £2 or £8 per ton for treat-
ment, provided he gave us 90 per
cent. of the contents of that ore.

If Mr. Heads could treat that ore
well for us, we might consider negotia-
tions. A member of this Assembly bad
suggested the purchase of a plant from
bhim (the member), and there had also
been another offer of a plant.

Mg, TazLor: What would be the’
cost ?

Tee MINISTER: The cost of the
plant he recommended would be about
£1,500. It would treat from 30 to 50
tons per day.

Mz, Ta¥ror: Would it be as elaborate
as the smelter at Greenbushes ?

Tee MINISTER: That was a very
small smelter at Greenbushes. This
smelter would treat nothing less than 80
tons per day, which would be adequate.

Mr. Tayvor: Probably the Piemier
had an estimate of the fuel to be used.

Tae MINISTER: The test would be
made in Perth.

Me. Tavior: The test must be made
with the same fuel it was intended to
use at Ravensthorpe.

Tue MINISTER : That matter would
be congidered. We would bring up the ore
providing we received the smelted result.

Mgs. Tavior :° Was the Minister
satisfied that the district warranted the
smelter ¥

Tae MINISTER would have to go
down to the district first.

Mg, TavLor: Had any report been
obtained ?

Tee MINISTER: No action would
be taken till after his visit. If the
erection of a smelter was not justified the
work would not be carried out.

Me. BATH: An experiment with a
small plant did not always puarantee
that the operation would be successful
with a larger plant. A plant for treating
50 tons could be worked as cheaply as

proceed with the erection of the smelter. | one for 30 tons.

»
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Me. Tavror: Evidently firewood was
no item at all.

Mr. BarHe:
used.

Tee Minister: Collie coal would not
be used. .

Mgr. TAYLOR : There were no reports
from Ravensthorpe and many people
were inquiring about the place. The
Minister was taking credit for spending
money in the electorate of the mewber
for Dundas, but there was no obligation
on the hon. member in that regard, for
the Minister would get fair value for the
money spent.

Tae Minigres: Let the item be struck
out.

Me. TAYLOR did not want the item

_reduced or struck out. He wanted
farther explanation from the Minister.

Tae MivisTer : Every explanation was
given. '

Mz. TAYLOR: The fullest informa-
tion should be given, hecause inadequate
explanations gave the impression that
there was something luorking behind. The
member for Dundas would be the very
first to givean explanation. 'The Minister
should tell the House what he thought
of the chances of the transaction being a
slceess.

M=. Connor: Did the Minister expect
a profit ? :

Tae MINISTER: Regulations were
prescribed under which the buying would
be carried out, leaving a margin of profit.
If we had to send the ore away to other
smelters for treatment it was possible the
Government would lose money ; bui if we
treated the ore at our own smelter we
would be able to return to the prospectors
the margin, which was at present re-
tained after charging a certain rate for
interest. There was no desire to make
any profit.

[Mr. Harrer took the Chair.]

Mr. CONNOR moved that progress be
reported.

Motion negatived.

M=r. CONNOR drew attention to the
state of the House.

Bells rung and quorum formed.

Me. TAYLOR: Did the Minister bny
the ore at the mine ?

Tre Mivister : It was carted to the
sampling works.

Coke would have to be

[{ASSEMBLY.]

Mines Vote.

Mgz. TAYLOR: It cost a shilling a ton
to cart it.
Amendment passed.

State batteries-—Refunds to owners of
tailings, £2,000:

Mr. WALLACE : After recouping the
expenditure did the Minister expect to
have any refunds this year?

Tue MINISTER: A new system of
hookkeeping was in vogue now. There
would be a special suspense account. In
the past the Andit Department hbad
objected. The department had pointed
out that the gold did not belong to them ;
jv was only in troet.  After deducting
the Government charges the gold was
placed in a guspense account.

Me. TAYLOR: A sum of £25,000 was
set apart for the erection of State bat-
teries, which was rather a small amount
when one took into account the opening
up of the back country. There were
three applications from Erlistoun for
batteries, and one place was spoken
highly of. A number of properties had
been vpened up. There were two or
three places in the Erlistoun distriet,
covering along belt of auriferous country,
where batteries should be erected. The
people of Big Well, near Mount Maleolm,
had applied for a battery. Dozeng of
men were there, and they had to cart
their stuff 12 or 14 miles at a large cost.
There were several other places in the
district which he represented, and in
other electorates there were places where
hundreds of men were employed where
the Government should erect batteries.
At one time the Minister contemplated re-
moviog the battery from Leonora because
stone was not being seut to the batiery.
The wanagement was changed, and the
present manager had worked up the trade
8o that the battery could not cope with the
stone sent in. The Minister should de
something for outlying places acd not
agsist those districts where stamps were
hung up. Soutbern Cross, Coolgardie,
and Kanownu were given batferies while
there were stamps in the district. The
outlying places required batteries long
before the settled districts, for prospec-
tors working their own shows had to cart
stope sometimes 20 or 30 miles. He
had made an application for a battery at
Mount Morgaus, but he was afraid it
would not be entertained.
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Tae Mirisrer: The departient were

(18 Decemser, 1903.]

paying a subsidy to the men there, the |
+ would doubtless resulit.

same us at Edjudina.

M=r. TAYLOR: There was no publie
erusher at Mount Morgans, but there was
at Southern Cross, Coolgurdie and
Kanowns and at one of these places there
were 70 stamps hung up. That was a
primd facie case that it was a matter of
placating members. If his support was
as strong for the Government as his
opposition to them was be would have
received three or four batteries. He
knew the full strength of the Govern-
went and he kuew how straightforward
their dealings were. One had only to look
at the Estimates to see that Boulder and
other similar places received large items.

Tae MinisTer Por Works: What
about Laverton ¥

Mer. TAYLOR: A battery had been
erected there for 12 months,

Tue Minierer ror Works: Nothing
about a railway ?

Mr. TAYLR: It was necessary to
build a railway there. He had seenred a
battery at Laverton withoot the assistance
of the Government. It was to be hoped
that outlying places would be grauted
batteries. TLuke Way had been seven or
vight years without a battery, and one
was only just being erected after the
greatest struggle to obtain it. Every
thing possible was done fo prevent its
ercetion.

Mines Water Supply-—Norseman and
Princess Royal Water Supply to pump
and gravitate water from Norseman tank
to town and to Princess Royal, £5,100:

Mer. WALLACE: Had this money
been spent ? -

Tae MINISTER: Instructions had
been given for this work.
Norgeman he saw & tank there which cost
the Government £17,000. There were
3,000,000 gallons of water in the tank
and people were charged 12s. 6d. a
hundred gallons fo eart it to Norseman.
There was no supply for Princess Royal.
He gave instructions for the erection of a

When at .

pumping plant, and for a pipe line to be .

run to Norseman and to Princess Royal.
He also made arrangements with the

Norseman Municipal Council to obtain .

water at 1. 9d. per 100 gallons, and the
same arrungement was made as to
Princess Royal. The inoterest on the
money expended was now being paid and
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a fair amount for deprecintion. It wasa
very fair investment. A good return

Mr. TAYLOR: If spending £5,000
would make a £17,000 1mvestment pay
working expenses and ‘interest, the ex-
penditure was justified.

Other items agreed to, and the Mines
vote passed.

(4 o'clock, a.m.]

Ge.ological Survey, £5,710—agreed to.
Bazplosives and Analylical, £2,680:
Item—Analysts, £730:

The MINISTER moved that “one at
£210” and “one at £190” be struck
out, and “ two at £200” inserted ia lieu.
This aunomaly arose through error. The
officer at £210 was a new man, while the
one receiving £190 had long service to
his credit. -

Mr. CONNOR: Would not this
amendment introduce a bad principle ?
From the Opposition such a proposal
would not be accepted. He (Mr. Con-
nor) protested against creating such a
precedent; wund if the opportunity
occurred he would take advantage of it.

Mr. TavLor: Surely the Committee
could not increase items, but could only
redtuce them ?

Tue MINISTER: As the hon. mem-
ber objected, the amendment would be
withdrawn.

Amendment withdrawn.

Mg. CONNOR objected to the Minis-
ter’s meanness.

_TeE CHAIRMAN : An improper expres-
si0m.

Mz. CONNOR substituted the words
“this unconstitutional procedure.”

Mz. TAYLOR: Was it possible to in-
crease un item ?

Tae CumairmMaN: The amendment
would have been in order; for it would
not have increased the total of the vote.

Vote put and passed.

This completed the votes for the de-
partment.

Progress reported, and leave given to
it again.

ADJOUBNMENT.

The House adjourned at twelve minutes
past 4 a.m. (Saturday), until the next
Monday afternoon.



